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_ thoſe Nations, who have admitted and 
generally believed in the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, to make other Nations acquainted - 
with the Nature of it —Near eighteen 


hundred years have elapſed fince the firſt 


promulgation of that admirable SysTEM, 


which (amongſt other advantages) ſeems 


alſo to contain data ſufficient for carrying 
on and completing the Mighty Proceſs of 


gradually bringing the Inhabitants of 
the Earth out of tumultuous and wild 


confuſion into 1 and harmoni- 


ous order. —Altho, for very valid rea- 


ſons, it has not yet produced its full 


Effect in thoſe Parts of the Earth 
wherein it has been publiſhed; yet, I 
would hope, it has done /me good. 


And when the Inhabitants of Countries, 5 


where it has been received, ſhall arrive at 


the practice of it themſelves, and at ſuch 
a compoſed State of Affairs, as to make 
Love and not Revenge their Defence, 


A 2 


T is, in. ſeveral reſpects, the intereſt of 
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22 


the advantage of lar previouſly at= 
tempted to bring Others to a quiet and 
peaceable behaviour will more conſpicu- 
ouſly appear —In the mean time, there 
is wiſdom in being provident : that the 
avowed Pagan and Mahometan . part of 
the World. may be put in tlie Way of 
preparation: for, | abprenend, that the 
Words of the Meffiah muſt fitſt be pub 
liſhed, ſecondly, believed, and thirdly, 
Dont 'ahd PRACTISED, before we can 
expect them to uſher in that happineſs - 
which the Jewiſh Prophets exultinply * 
foretold would exhilarate the Earth in 
the days of the Goſpel: —The "ſooner 
that * our ' NeighBours can be Brought to 
an inoffehllöe diſpoßition, we ſhall” be 
the ſhorter time Table to the inconveni- 
ence of living in a turbulent Neighbour- 
hood.— When we come to be 0 
a quiet, peaceable Chriſtian People ; 
ſhall de to with that all other Nette 
were the fame. And, if it be true that” 
the Wars and Contentions, which we are, 
every now and then, involved into, ori- 
ginate always in and are occaſioned by the, 
injutioas and offenſive behaviour of thbſe 
we fight againſt—it it be'true that the falt 1 
of Commorions anTDilturbatice es is ön the 
part 
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part of Others, one would think, that 
the moſt probable Remedy is to attempt 
to teach them the Science of living 
peaceably, as contained in that Syſtem 
of Laws firſt made known to part of man- 
kind by the Prince of Peace himſelf.— 
Even ſuppoſing thoſe People, who have 
not yet heard of the Name of Jesvus, to 
come to the art of Doing what he s Aldo, 
before us; {till it will turn to our conve- 
nience : for they will not be diſpoſed to 
offend us; and if we ſhould even wiſh to 
encroach upon them, they will, according 
to Chriſtianity, be inclined to fudder, ra- = 
ther than have any ſquabble with us — 8 
So, at all events, it is the advantage of = 
Nations, who have admitted the Religion 
of Jesus CHRIST, to have that Religion 
planted where it is not. 

To publiſh the Goſpel to theſe who do. 
not know it, is no more than one of the 
effects naturally produced by Chriſtian 
Love and Charity. Wete we poſſoſſed of 


theſe Royal Principles theſe delightful = 
feelings, which ſpontaneouſly draw out 1 
the Benevolent ſoul into acTu al. BENE | 
FICENCE,. we ſhould be Forward in con- 
veying the Glad Tidings of Salvation to 
our > Neighbourrnay, had we a. truly 
#89 zealous 
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zealous defire to Do Good; we ſhould 
find uneaſineſs in not doigg ſo——ye 
ſhould find a kind of drawback on the 
| happineſs of our own minds, until we 
_ uſed every poſſible means to. bring the ig- 
norant out of their miſerable ſituation. 
If we believe that theſe unenlightened 
Nations are in a pitiable condition, for 
want of the knowledge of the True God, 
and for want of the knowledge of Chriſ- 
tianity—if we believe that, on that ac- 
count, they are more liable to offend the 
Almighty—more liable to milery in this 
life, for want of proper regulation—more 
liable to miſtake the way to heaven ;— 
and therefore more liable to fall into fu- 
ture perdition for want of the Rule and 


| - Diſcovery how to eſcape it—if we think 


that Chriſtianity would do them good— 
have a tendency to lefſen the number of 
the great enemy's captives, and fave ſouls 
from perdition, we act a ſtrange and un- 
charitable part indeed if we ſtand uncon- 
cerned, and neglect to take an active hand 
in their deliverance.-Negle&fully thus 
to leave our Neighbours in miſery, is ex- 
actly a repetition of the conduct practiſed 
by the Levite paſſing by on the other 
ſide: ” For the ſame rule, of . 
5 that 
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that points out the conduct which one 
Individual Chrftian ought to obſerve to- 
wards another; ſtands alſo good between 
Parties, Societies and Natjons of men. 
As plaialy as it is the Rule of Chriſtianity, ' 
that one individual befriend another; 
ſo plainly is it the voice of the Goſpel, 
that a Chriſtian Nation, or Chriſtians 
conſidered as a Body, ſhould extend their 
_ charitable endeavours to rectify the noti- 
ons of any other Society of men, whom 
they judge to be under the direction of 
erroneous principles.—Chriſtian Charity 
does not limit itſelf within the ſphere of 
a Party or a Nation—where a human 
Creature, the workmanſhip of Gop, is, 
thither it darts its beneficent rays. 
Not to take any part in advancing the 
Kingdom of the Lok D not to ule poſi- 
tive means and actual endeavours to deli- 
ver thoſe ignorant Nations from groping 
in darknefs, is in the nature of cruelty - 
for Mercy and Love ſpeak a language 
quite oppoſite—Love ſays, if Chriſtianity 
be.a good thing, I ſhall not reſt till my | 
Neighbour ſhare in it—Love ſays, if Gop fl 
has'graciouſly pointed out to me the way | 
to heaven, ſhall I not communicate the 
lad ridings? ſhall I leave my brother 
Wy B 2 expoſed 


* 
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expoſed to miſery, when it 18. in my pow- 
er to prevent it? IF. : 
In Public worſhip we frequently pray 
for the Enlightening of thoſe Nations 
who are yet ſo ignorant as to pay real a- 
doration to' images and things without 
life. To pray that the People's ignorance 
may be diſpelled is good enough in part: 
but where are the MEANs that we uſe for 
bringing that Event to paſs ? Was not the 
Chriſtian Religion ſpread fo far at firſt by . 
the Actual Inſtrumentality of the Apoſtles 


who were men ?—Let us only look back 


How came we to the knowledge of it 
ourſelves ? Altho' we are indebted to the 
Ruler of the Univerſe for it, and for every 
thing elſe, (even every little favour which 
we receive from the hands of men, our 
Creator, who moves all things, is pro- 
perly the Director and Giver of it:) yet 
he acts by the inſtrumentality of his crea- 
tures. Was it not by the poſitive exer- 
tions of the Apoſtles and other holy men, 
that we came to know any thing about 
Chriſtianity ? Other holy men, as inſtru- 
ments in the hand of Gop, have deliver- 
ed us from being avowed. Pagans and 
Heathens; for ſuch was the ſtate of Bri- 
tain before the admiſſion of Chriſtianity. 

| Holy 
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Holy and ' zealous, active men, called 
ſaints, in former days, long after the mar- 
tyrdom of the Apoſtles, moved by the 
Spirit of Love, perſonally travelled to 
different parts of the Earth—expoſed 
themſelves to the greateſt dangers and 


death itſelf, with a view to have the Goſ- 


pet publiſhed. — They feared not to thruſt 
themſelves into Countries, whoſe Inhabi- 
tants with the violence and even aſhſtance 
of Devils oppoſed them. They had to 
encounter creatures | poſſeſſed with evil 
ſpirits, —conurers, ſorcerers, magicians, : 
ſerpents and all the ſtrength which the 
earth, furniſhed and over-run with the 
powers of hell, could muſter againſt them. 
The active meſſengers courageouſly, on 

the ſpring of Good will, expoſed them- 
ſelves to the outrages of Cruelty and the 
ſtorms of Perſecution. Like the Apoſtles, 
they travelled far- from their friends and 
their country, in want, and unpleaſant. 
poverty thro” Perils and Priſons and Tor- 
tures—alone they travelled and publiſhed, 
and travelled and preached, until they fell 
Martyrs in the Cauſe. —By theſe Means 
the Chriſtian Religion- was farmerly: pro- 
pagated. 


It is therefore by * ont of men 


B 3- that 
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| that we (who live at ſuch a diſtance from 
3 the Country in which the Saviour viſibly 
| appeared) have come to the Knowledge 
| of the Goſpel.— By mens uſing Means 
by their embarking on foreign coaſts, ſail- 
ing over the ſea that ſurrounds us, and 
landing on the Britiſh ſhore for that pur- 
poſe—by their Writing and Preaching, 
and actually and perſonally exerting them- 
|  Afelves to Do our Forefathers-and us good. 
| Thefe glorious Pabliſhers of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion have departed and are gone; 
we cannot repay them. All that we can. 
do, is to make reſtitution, as it were, to 
the Living, and to thoſe that ſhall Live 
Even natural gratitude. would ſeem to call 
us debtors, ſetting aſide every other mo- 
tive—we have received from Others the 
light. of the glorious goſpel, at the ex- 
pence of: their lives. This is a favour we: 
have. received, which we can juſtly repay 
in no other 'way, but by transferring it to. 
others—by transferring it to others now 
living in the unenlightened Parts of the 
li Earth ; that their deſcendants, when they 
and we are gone, may reap the fruits of 
our gratitude to. GoD, and of our active 
exetions in promoting the Knowledge of . 
_ the Chriſtian. Religion, 


T bere- 
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There are prodigious tractsof land in which- 
the true Gop' is yet altogether unknown. 
—— There are. many Millions who- 
have never heard of the Names of ]J=suUs 
_ CuRIsT.,— There is a vaſt number of the 
Inhabitants of the Earth, who have not- 

yet admitted Chriſtianity. There are flill 
Crowns of Glory to be gained. There is 
field enough for the true Succeſſor of the. 
Apoſtles, Who has Chriſtian Magnanimity 
to go forward, The man who has love- 
to his Lord and Maſter, IEsus CHRIST, 
and love for his fellow creatures, in ſuch. 
a degree, as to induce him to Go perſon- 
ally and publiſh the Goſpel: where it is 
not known; and to perſevere in ſy doing 
till he die or ſuffer martyrdom, imitates 
the apoſtles or firſt meſſengers who went 
on theſe expeditions. Such a man obeys. 
the command of his Saviour, who faid,.. 

GO YE THEREFORE AND TEACH ALL. 

NaTions, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE. 

NAME OF THE FATHER, AND- OF THE. 

SON, AND of THe HoLy Guosr:— || 
TzacuinG THEM To 40BSERVE ALL [, 

THINGS WHATSOEVER TI HAVE coM-. If 

MANDED_ YOU: .AND Lo, I AM WITH i 

YOU ALWAY EVEN UNTO -THE END, i 

or THE WORLD, The apoſtles faith- 

fully 
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fully continued in obedience to this Com- 
mand, till Martyrdom: put an end to their 
Peregrinations. Alt is plain that the com- 
mand was not intended for the Apoſtles 
or firſt Meſſengers alone: : but that it is 
directed to others as well as to the firſt 
publiſhers of Chriſtianity : fince it con- 
cludes with theſe words © and lo I am 
with you alway even unto the end of the 
| world ;. for the apoſtles did not live to 
Go and Teach the Nations to the end of 
the world. The /atter part of the com- 
miſſion 2 8 therefore a promiſe of Ixsus 
Cus1sT, that he will alway Be With 
ſuch as obey the former part of it, in 
whatever age or century they live, from 
the Riſe of ine to the end of the 
world. 
From this . and 9 re- 
ſpecting the propagation of the Goſpel, 
Go ye therefore and Teach ALL NA 
Tilos,“ we learn, that it is the Will and 
Orders of Jxsus CuR1sT that ALL Na- 
T1IONs be taught Chriſtianity. There is 
not any exception made. Men of every. 
Nation and Quarter-of the Earth—Afri- _ 
Cans, Europeans, Aſiatics, Americans. 
It is his command that they be taught 
Chriſtianity, . ef whatever Religion they 
formerly 


— 


| formerly were or OT arvale they 

Heathens, Mahometans, Jews, Greeks, 

or Pagans —— of whatever colour or 
complexion they be, Blacks, Whites, 
Browns, or Mulattoes, it is the command 
of him, who has all power in heaven and 
in earth, that they be taught Chriſtianity 
by thoſe that know it. They are to be 
taught the Religion of Jesus CuR1sT, 
without exception, of whatever moral cha- 
racter they or their fathers have been—Be 
they wild Indians, cruel Savages, Sorcer- 
ers or Sacrificers to Devils, Conjurers, 
Murderers or Eaters of human fleſh—All- 
raaks and degrees of men, the baſeſt and 
blackeſt characters that diſgrace human 
nature, equally with the. beſt—over the 
whole face of the Earth, have a right to 
be taught the Goſpel by Chriſtendom, in- 
aſmuch as JesUs CHRIST has command-: 
ed it. For ALL NAT1ons are his words; 
excluding fairly the very poſſibility of any 
exception, on any pretence whatever, and 
pointing out in expreſs and finiſhed terms 
the expanſe of Chriſtian Love—defining. 
the Nature of Beneficence as extending 
like the atmoſphere ſrom Pole to Pole, 
and clear] y informing me bo is my Neigh- 
bour.—— And ſince it is laid « Teaching 
THEM | 
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THeM to obſerve. all aug: whatſoever 
I have commanded OU; we have a 
clear account of the DoRtiines which the 
Apoſtles. were deſired to Teach the Na- 
tions, and which every Preacher, Teacher 


or Publiſher of the Goſpel is deſired to 


teach the Nations; To wit, the Doctrines 
which Jesus CuRISTH perſonally taught 
his firſt” Apoſtles. The Publiſher or 


Preacher of the Goſpel, is to teach the 


Nations to obſerve among themſelves the 


Things which .JesUus CxR1sT command- 


ed his Diſciples to obſerve.— The Laws 
which-the. Founder of Chriſtianity com- 
manded his Diſciples and- Apoſtles to ob- 
ſerve to one another and among them- 
ſelves, as a little Society, are the Laws 
which the Preacher or Teacher of the 
Goſpel is to teach'the Nations to obſerve 
to one another and among themſelves, as 
a Great Society: and the Laws, which 
he commanded his Diſciples and Apoſtles 
to obſerve as Individuals, are the Things 

which the Publiſher of the Chriſtian Syſ- 
tem is to Teach the Inhabitants of he 


Nations to obſerve as Individuals—The 


Public and Private, Political and Pei ſon- 
al behaviour recommended to the Apoſtles 
* Diſeiples, the Firſt Society of Chriſ- 


tians, 
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tians, being the public and private, poli- 
tical and perſonal behaviour which the 


Negro and Indian, and all Nations are to 
be taught to obſerve. 


The importance of the TRurk con- 
tained in the preceding Commiſſion 


will, I expe&, atone for my uſing ſo 
many argumentative repetitions. The 
Ear, I hope, will forgive the offence, 
done to it, by my endeavour to hold up 


to the Under/tanding, ſomething that has 


been too long unnoticed. 
It is not an eaſy matter to teach the 


Goſpel—it is not an eaſy matter to read 


it properly. I apprehend that much con- 
fuſion has ariſen among the Gentiles from 


their miſplacing the Emphaſis of the 


forementioned Commiſſion given to the 
firſt Apoſtles.— If the word «© YOU ” be 


not accented, the meaning of the ſentence 


1s apt to be W en! but if the voice be 


produced and raiſed upon the word you 


to an Elevation correſponding to' what it 
had upon the word THEM, the meaning 
of the whole ſentence fairly and plainly 
appears, This remark contains ſome- 
thing more important than one would 
imagine. It diſcovers to the preacher or 

teacher of the Goſpel thoſe portions of 


the 


© 
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| the Scriptures from whence he is autho- 
1 riſed to take his Texts: and at the ſame 
1 time it fixes and decifively determines the 
things which a Chriſtian is to Do, and 
points out to him his infallible. directory. 
The Nations are not only-to be taught 
| to obſerve Part of what jesus CurisT 
1 taught and commanded his Apoſtles and 
1 Diſciples ; but they are to be taught“ to 
4 obſerve ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER ' 
that Jesus CHRIST commanded his Diſ- 
ciples to obſerve —Now it is worthy to 
be remarked that, among other things, 
which Jesus CHRIST taught his Diſci- 
ples and Apoſtles; he taught them (by 
the very command I have been ſpeaking 
ll of) To Spread and Publiſh the Goſpel. 


This is one of the “ all things whatſo- 
ever. "Therefore among other things 
that the Preacher is to teach the Nations 
—he is to teach them to Spread, Publiſh 
and Propagate the Goſpel. And hence 
wie find out, that it is even the DuTy of 
' Nations and People knowing Chriſtianity, 
| _ -to teach other Nations to obſerve it; ſee- 
ning that thoſe who know it, have a com- 
mand from JEsus CHRI1sT to teach it to 
| others unacquainted with it. If we ſup- 
pode that Gop will, by ſome * | 
and 


Infidels ;—our thought is vanity —We 
may careleſly ſay, God will enlighten 


them when it is his w7//; but we find 
that it is his 20 that they be -enlight=  - 
ened by the Agency of men, and by 

the fore-mentioned command we ſee 


that it is his uud even to make it our 


buſineſs and Duty to enlighten them.,— 


By thoſe that knew it transferring it 


to thoſe that knew it not, has been the 


way, I ſuppoſe, in which the knowledge 
of Chriſtianity has hitherto been ſpread ; 
and in all probability is, the way that it 
will be propagated, till it cover the face 
of the whole Earth. 


If a man ſhould have EAlrk eugugh 


to obey his Saviour's command Should 


rouze himſelf up to that degree of Holi- 
neſs, Zeal, and Love for his fellow rea- 


tures, ſo as perſonally to riſque himſelf in 
the glorious Expedition of publiſhing the 
Goſpel where it is not whether or not 


the Almighty would revive in ſuch a man, 


the powers which he gave the firſt Meſ- 


ſengers, I ſhall not poſitively affirm. I 
ſhall only beg attention to CHRIS T's own 


words, wherein he gives the Signs or 
8 — 
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apd ſupernatural way unconnected with 
the Agency of Mortals, enlighten the 
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Marks of a TUR BELIEVER: -< Go, 

into all the world, and preach the Goſpel 
to every Creature. He that BRLIEvRTR 
« and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, and he 
ac that belieyeth not ſhall be d And 
« T heſeSrgns ſhall follow them that Believe: 
4 1, In my name ſhall they caſt out devils: 
40 * 2, They ſhall ſpeak with new Tongues: 
They ſhall Take up Serpents: . 

And if They Drink any Deadly 


= Thing g, it ſhall Not Hurt them: 


« 5, They ſhall lay hands on the Sick, 
« and they ſhall recover,” * 
It is certain that in the primitive times 


of Chriſtianity, many found the way of 


arriving at this Faith ; and were poſſeſs d 


of theſe miraculous powers. Long after 


the days of the apoſtles, Holy men went on 
the ſame expeditions as the firſt apoſtles 


| had gone, and came to be poſſeſs' d of theſe 


Si gn a of a Believer, having power over 
Devils, Serpents, &c. And when Chriſ- 
tianity, by being Practiſed, .revives, we 
have no ground to ſay that theſe things 
will not again appear.—Altho' the zeal. 


of men be cold, the Power of the - Lord 


is not weakened. It needs a great 
effort to arrive at that degree of Holi- 
22 ON, *. —8 b neſs, | 
F pee, Mark, 11. "5 | 
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neſs, of Zeal and of Love to God, 
and to mikind ; ſo as to make one for- 
fake all, and unptotected by earthly pow- 

er, TRAVEL into foreign Parts where 
the Goſpel is altogether unknown, reſol-- 
ving to ſubmit to a ſcene of miſery; which 
he Previouſly Knows will end in Martyr- 
dom. Could one arrive at this pitch, is 
it not probable that the//gns of a Believer 
would be given him? 

Altho the Perſonal Preaching of the 
Goſpel, by thoſe who know it to thoſe 
who have not yet admitted it be the 

PROPER METHOD appointed by the 
Captain of our Salvation for propagating 
il; Chriſtianity ; yet it is to be feared there 
are too few in the preſent Ape, who: are 
willing to enſure themſelves of Eternal 
Life, by ſerving the Lord in this eminent 
manner. It is to be hoped howeygg that 
there ate many who are willing to Mn 
thing towards the ſpreading of the Goſpel 
in Foreign-Parts, altho they do not chuſe 

to riſque their lives in the practical and 
perſonal expedition. May Þ be permitted 
therefore to propoſe the Outlines of a ſe- 
condary plan, by which it may be in the- 
power of almoſt all that are called Chriſti- 
ans to Zeſt; * wiſh that the Kingdom 
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of God may.come, and that his will may 
be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. 

The plan I mean to mention is only a 
ſubſtitute for the True one previouſly ta- 


ken Notice of ; it is accommodated to the 


Weak in Faith and formed on the ſuppo- 
ſition that the miraculous powers of ſpeak- 
ing with New Tongues, &c. formerly gi- 

ven to the publiſhers of the Goſpel, would 
be out of the queſtion. —The idea how- 


ever occurred to me, and without recom- 


mending it, I ſhall ſubmit it to the conſi- 
deration of the Public. 


Might Societies be inſtituted in Chiiſtian 


-* Geuntries for the purpoſe of enquiring in- 


to Foreign Languages“ For inſtance one 


in F rance, one in Britain, one in Holland, 


one in Italy, and one in every Nation that 
has admitted Chriſtianity. Theſe Socie- 


ties 


5 procure an exact Geographical | 
of all thoſe known Foreign Parts 
where Chriſtianity is not received: and, by 


correſponding with each other, might plan 


out to what Parts they were reſpectively 
to ſend Miſſionaries, for the purpoſe of 
furniſhing the Societies with the know- 


ledge of the Language of that Diviſion in 


which they wanted to plant Chriſtianity. 


It would behove theſe Miſſionaries to con- 


tinue 
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tinue ſeveral years in the Country to which . 
they-ſhould be ſent, that they might pro- 
cure and bring home a complete knowledge 
of the Language. It would be neceſſary 
that theſe Societies ſhould be ſupplied 
with conſiderable Sums raiſed by Subſcrip- 
tions and contributions for the purpoſe of 
hiring Miſſionaries, and for paying the 
other expences which might be incurred 
in the purſuit of ſuch Plans as ſhould ſeem 


moſt proper for acquiring ſuch a'know- _ 


ledge of every Foreign Language, as ſhould 
lead to the ability of juſtly tranſlating the 
DOCTRINES of CHRIST into the 
LANGUAGES of ALL NATIONS. 
Since we have the art of printing, it 
might be employed by theſe Societies to 
good purpoſes.—A ſuitable number of 
Copies of the Goſpel might be printed in 
every Language on the face of the 1 
It would then be neceſſary that a Weond + 
© Courſe of Miſſionaries ſhould be diſpatch- 7 
ed previouſly qualified in the Language of 
their reſpective Departments and furniſhed 
with. a ſuitable number of Publications, 
containing the Doctrines of the Meſſiah. 
— Theſe Publications to be diſperſed by 


each Miſſionary in his Department, in 


ſuch a manner as ſhould be judged moſt 
| C 3 proper 
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proper to anſwer the intention. Even in 
this caſe, a Miſſionary who had not courage 
to ſpeak a fingle word in defence of the 
printed Rules of Chriſtianity, might qui- 
etly and peaceably, as a harmleſs traveller, 
drop them in different parts of the Coun- 


try. Altho' ſome perhaps would burn 


theſe new Syſtems ; others would keep 
them as a Curioſity : and it is difficult to 


ſay what Effects they might produce.— 


And if the Miſſionary ſhould have Spirit 
to ſtand up and ſpeak in defence of his 
Publications, they would have a probabi- 
lity of being more ſucceſsful. 

Perhaps the People of ſome Nations 


cannot read nor write—In that caſe, it 


would be expedient that the Miſſionaries 
ſhould teach them theſe qualifications 
and bring them on by degrees. 
It would not be difficult to find Meſ- 
ſengel, who for a ſvitable- worldly re- 
ward, would undertake theſe exped itions; 


. rſt to procure a knowledge in the Lan- 


guages which are not as yet underſtood in 
Chriſtendom ; and ſecondly to diſperſe 
Copies of the Goſpel—lf good Meaſures 
were taken, perhaps the people would not 


be ſo unfriendly to innoffenfive Miſſiona- 
ries as we hs. Much lies in the art 


of 


> 
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of managing things with diſcretion, good 
will and manifeſt good intention, and in 
making proper allowances for their 18 7855 
dice. | 

The Propagation of the Goſpel is an 

affair of ſo much importance, that I am 
perſuaded all Parties, Denominations and 
Deſcriptions of people that go under the 
Name of Chriſtians will undoubtedly 
give their aſſiſtance to it, and, I hope, 
will make forward contribution for it; if 
they be only put in mind by their Paſtors 
and Miniſters—I am convinced that if 
four ſermons were preached on the ſame 
days, in every place of worſhip within 
Great-Britain, reſpecting the Publication 
of the Goſpel ; the Spirit of the Nation 
would be rouzed to take the matter into 
conſideration, and if the Subject were per- 
ſiſted in, there is reaſon to expect that 
Britain might yet produce a Saint, to 
to forward in the true ſpirit of Chriſtiani - 
ty, and carry the Religion of Jesvs into 
climes, where the foot of a Chriſtian has 
never trod. 

It may be ſaid that attempts have been 
made to convert the Jews and Mahome- 
tans and to plant Chriſtianity where it is 
not; but that theſe attempts have proved 
._ =, ; ' unſucceſsful 


. 


unſucceſsful; for the people are confirmed 
in their own opiniens and will not forſake 
them. Attempts have been made; but 
not pexſiſted in.ä— J EsuSs CHRIST did not 
return to heaven, when he found that 
Mankind were unwilling to receive him. 
le perſevered with invariable mag na- 
nimity in the great taſk of Philanthropy 
| — So did his apoſtles, So did many of 74 
primitive Converts.—80 did the Mints, 
who were men, and nothing more ghan 
men, Chriſtians and Nothing more 4 
than Chriſtians. -I. am not in the leaſt. 
ſurpriſed that ſome attempts have not been 
ſucceſsful; for many attempts have been 
attempted in a manner, that was ſure to 
counteract . themfelves :—and ſome of 
them have been. undone by the behaviour 
of thoſe calling themſelves Chriſtians, 
who really were not—In. the riſe of Chriſ- 
tianity, when Chriſtians werg/Cheiſtians ; | 
and Chriſtianity- was propagated* in ths | 
way appointed by its Founder, attempts 
were always followed with z degree. of 
ſucceſs, both among Jews, Hegthens and 
other deſcriptions.of people. * 23 
During theſe late times of Deviation, 
Compulſive Meaſures, Violence, Revenge, 
: Perſecutions, Puniſhments and other In- 
F a ſtruments 
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ſtruments of Ignorance have been uſed, 
under pretence of ſpreading Chriſtia- 
nity. Theſe and the Like being the In- 
ſtruments by which the. World had been 
always accuſtomed to manage their buſi- 
neſs, previous to the knowledge of Chriſ- 
tianity, were, by miſtake, applied to That 


. Purpoſe likewiſe. Now theſe things be- 


ing quite inconſiſtent with the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, - which is Love, were the 
moſt effectual Bulwark that eould have 


been raiſed againſt the Peace-ſpeaking Re- 


ligion of Chriſt. Had men purpoſely ſtu- 


died what would be the beſt Prohibition 


on the Converſion of the Infidel world, 
they could not have contrived a better. 
By National Robberies, and Acts of Un- 

righteouſneſs committed abroad by Peo- 
ple named Chriſtians, and by Torturing, 
Perſecuting and Burning one another with 


Faggots at home the Planting and growth 


of the Chriſtian Religion have even been 
aſſiduouſſy prevented in Foreign Countries. 


An idea more ſhocking and frightful 


than the idea we annex to the word Pagan 
or Savage, has, by theſe means, been at- 
tached to the word CHriſtian.— Vou Cruel 


Cbriſtian Dog, ſays the Jew. —You Cruel 


white Devil, ſays the African. —Vou 


E | | blood 5 
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blood thirſty Chriſtian Monſter of ele 
eouſneſs, may the Mahometan motsay? _ 
It is not without reaſon that theſe Peo- 
p have a bad opinion of us, for we would 
have as bad an opinion of them, if they 
were to come and do SO to r as we have 
done to them. When the Indians and In- 
habitants of other unenlightened Parts of 
the World fee Chriſtians ;_ they fear them 
as Hobgoblins and Evil Spirits. Why ?— 
why, becauſe they know that they are com- 
ing with bad intents to do them Evil 
perhaps to tear them with maſtiffs as for- 
merly—to deſtroy them with infernal-like 
fiery machines of deſtruction, which the 
Chriſtians make uſe of.—To butcher their 
Children and debauch their wives,——To. 
take by force their natural Poſſeſſions and 
Goods from them to ſubje&t ſome of 
them to flavery and drive others to the 
mountains—and by clearing the Country 
in this manner, uſurpingly to poſſeſs and 
call their own what God Almighty had gi- 
ven as part of his Earth to the Natives. 
e Thus have the baptized Gentiles graſp- 
ed, with the iron hands of Cruelty, fields 
ſtained with the blood of the Innocent. 
Can theſe things make Chriſtians of the 


poor fugigres Who, with difficulty eſ- 
Cape » 
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cape alive to the deſerts? what ſhould we 
think of people who ſhould come from a 
diſtant Part of the Earth, to do /o on the 
Coaſts of Spain, France, Britain or an 
other Nation that we uch Chriſtians call 
Ours Now whatever reports may have 
been induſtciouſly ſpread to propel to vio- 
lence and iniquity againſt theſe diſtant in- 


| habitants of the earth, againſt theſe our 


Neighbours : only put this queſtion: Did 
they ever come to doòo toChrittians asChriſ- 


tians have done to them? Who haye been 
the Aggreſſors The moſt dreadful Enor- 


mitie. The moſt ſhocking Cruelties, and 
the maſt diabolical Acts of unrighteouſneſs 
have been committed under the pretence 
of ſpreading the Goſpel - Varniſhed under 
this pretence Ambition, Pride and Tyran- 
ny have extended their Empire—and De- 


' ſigns, black and horrible, have been veiled 


under the colours of good intention—lg- 
norance has been taken the Advantage of: 
And Heathens ſprinkled with ᷑aptiſinal 
water, aſſuming the Name of Chriitians, 
have ſcientifically converted their ſuperior 
knowledge to, the purpoſes of Circumven- 


tion, Injuſtice and Devaſtation.— Hence 
Chriſtianity has been miſunderſtood in 


many Countries, and Paganiſm, gilded 
8 ** with 
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with a few Chriſtian ceremonies, has paſ- 


Ted for the Religion of the bleſſed Jusus. 
— There are Parts of the Earth under the 
government of Powers called Chriſtian | 
ones, where the Lord's day is actually con- 
verted into the Market day, and the Poor 


Ignorants indirectly prohibited from at- 


tending the Churches that have been built; 
leſt they ſhould come to the knowledge of 
Truth. - Were I to unfold ſome of the 


Scenes of Abomination that have been and 


are committed abroad by People called 


Chriſtians; the deſcription would ſtrike 


with painful aſtoniſhment the mind of a 

friend to righteouſneſs, and make him 

exclaim, Alas ! Alas! where do live ?— 
What Mifſionary can expect ſucceſs 


| _ whilſtalarming iniquities militate againſt 


him ? what Orator can convince a perſon 
of the moſt pliant diſpoſition that a'Rab- 
ber who deprives one of his Property and 


his life is a Good man ? will © murde- 


ring my Brother, my Wife, or my Chil- 
dren entice me (may not the eſcaping In- 


dian fay)to conform myſelf to the Man- 


ners, Cuſtoms and Religion of the cruel 


Murderer? Forbid it, O Sun and Moon 


Le harmleſs inanimate 1mages guard me 


It 
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It is much to be lamented that Chriſ- 

tian Nations have not only been guilty of 
the omiſſion of ſpreading the Goſpel; but 
have been too often engaged in the 'buſi- 
neſs of actually ſtopping its progreſs to- 
wards others; and of undoing. it among 
themſelves. Particularly by Depredati- 
ons, Invaſions, Pyracies, wars, Perfecu- 
tions and other overbearing Public Practi- 
ces ; the accounts and reports of which 
are communicated around the Globe of 
the Earth and have a manifeſt and ſudden 
tendency to alienate from and bar the 
hearts of other Nations againſt that Reli- 
gion whoſe votaries are guilty of ſuch con- 
ſpicuous wickedneſs. 

The general Inconſiſtency of the Beha- 
viour ot people called Chtiſtians with the 
Principles and Precepts of Chriſtianity, is 
a mighty impediment to the propagation 
and advancement of our holy Religion. 
This Inconſiſtency holden up to the Infi- 
del world abroad by Travellers, Emi- 
grants, Officers, - Soldiers, Sailors and 
others Natives of Chriſtian Lands, who 
carry along with them the Name Chriſtian 
often annexed to an oppoſite Spirit, may 
reaſonably ſtigmatize Chriftianity with 
the title of; an incoherent abſurdity. May 

D not 
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ſpecimen is enough for us. The miſcon- 
duct abroad, even of a ſingle individual 
Native of a Chriſtian Country, may do a 
prodigious deal of miſchief.— The report of 
his bad actions pervades the infidel Coun- 


try. — The Government, the Laws and 


even the Religion of that Country forbid 
ſuch injurious conduct. Common ſenſe 
and the light of Nature point out the im- 
propriety of Injuſtice. Our mother taught 


us better ways, ſay they—OQur mother 


taught us, that theſe things which the 
Chriſtians do are not. right—Shall we 
forſake our own way and become Robbers 


and Murderers like theſe ?— 


May not the unbelieving reaſonably ſay 


to the Miſſionary—we have ſeen the ways 


of thy People, and they do not as thou 


ſaycſt. Thou ſayeſt that men ought not 


to do evil to others. Now the people of 


thy Country have come to us, and have 
done us much evil and even killed many 
of us, altho' we never went to them nor 


did them any harm at all, Thou ſayeſt 
that it is right to be contented with one's 


. own ; but the People of thy Country have 


come to us, and the poſſeſſions which be- 


longed to our an. * people have ta- 


ken 
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ken away from ns. They have bound in 
chains 2nd carried away our kinsfolk. 
Thy people have confpired with the bad 
people of our Nation; and in ſhips they 
have carried our Relations away - they 
have chain d them together and carried 
them away, and alas we know not where 
they are. May not other unconverted Fo- 
reigners ſay, Some of us have been in thy 
Country and among thy People and they 
do not the things which thou ſayeſt ſhould 
de done. Thou ſayeſt that thy Religion 
teaches thy people to be very obliging 
and friendly to one another; but it is 
not ſo among thy people. Thou ſayeſt 
that thy Religion teaches thy people to be 
kind and loving to ſtrangers and to fo- 
reigners ; but ſome of us have been in thy 
Country, and thy People did not do fo to 
us as thou fayeſt. We have both ſeen and 
heard the ways of the Chriſtian People, 
and we know that they are not ſuch as : 12h 
telleſt us. Thou ſpeakeſt things that are 
not; and thou ſayeſt what is not true. 
Surely thou comeſt to deceive us, and to 
plot. ſome evil againſt us; therefore we 
beg that thou wilt depart out of our 
coaſts — - Ma hs! xt 
Hence the Miſhonary's proelamations 
| D 3 | e 
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of the excellency of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on are rendered abortive; and his at- 
tempts ſuppoſed to be de/figns upon the 
People whom he wiſhes to perſuade to ad- 
mit Chriſtianity—ſo much have they ſuf- 
fered by people called Chriſtians already. 

The inhoſpitable treatment which Jews 
and unconverted Foreigners often ſuffer, 
when travelling or reſiding in Chriſtian 
Lands, is a great barrier againſt -their 
Converſion and an oppoſition to the King- 
dom of Jesus CHRIST. And the inſtan- 
ces of Iniquity which they witneſs practi- 
ſed, during their reſidence in Chriſtian 
Lands, manifeſtly tend to prejudice them 
againſt the Nation, and its cuſtoms and 
Religion, where ſuch . iniquity abounds. 
Their reports upon return to their own 
Country, or by correſpondence, have ex- 
tenſive influence in ſtrengthening the Pre- 
judice of their Countrymen againſt Chriſ- 
tians and Chriſtianity. To injure a Jew 
or any other unconverted Foreigner, ei- 
ther at home or abroad, is therefore a thing 
exceedingly hurtful to the advancement 
of Chriſtianity. And hence we fee the 
uſefulneſs of that uniform Love which the 
Goſpel defires us to have for all men. It 


is by doing» the Jew extraordinary deeds 
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% kindneſs that he is to be. converted to 
Chriſtianity not by till rubbing him with 
cruelty. It is not by ridiculing 47m and 
his Ways; that he is to be brought to think 
well of us or of our ways. For, when a 
Chriſtian behaves uncharitably to 4 Jew, 
or a Turk, this uncharitable behaviour is 
the direct method to ſtrengthen their Preju - 
dice againſt Chriſtianity—to make them. 
the more enamoured with and confirmed- 
in their own Creeds.—But.if a Chriſtian- 
were to behave as a. Chriſtian, in the Spi- 
rit of Love to be UNCOMMONLY: 
kind to the Jew—to avoid injuring and of- 

fending him, and according to the orders 
of the Holy JE sus, even repay. him Good 

for Evil, and befriend him as a Neighbour 
(which: he is,)—his prejudice would by 

degrees be removed—After conſideration: 
he would open his eyes—give freedom 

to his mind, and diſcerning the lovelineſs: 
of the Chriſtian's behaviour to him, would 


aſcribe it (as exceeding Nature) to the 


excellency of. the Chriſtian's Religion 
would begin ro think well of the New 
Syſtem and ſo ſtep after ſtep until- 3% 
If thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianity, were 
to act to one another, and to unconverted * 
ſtrangers in the Beneficent manner which 
TS Chciſt- 
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Chriſt has defired ; ; theſe People who pro- 
feſs @ different Religion, beholding the 
. ſuperior beauty of Ours, and taſting from 

us the fruits of its Superiority, would be 
drawn by the Cords of Love to embrace 
11 it. Now what evidence have we given 
. the Jews of the Superiority of our Religi- 
i on to theirs? What acts of kindneſs and 
= . Beneficence have we done to them to ſhew 
Fi them that there is actually ſomething in 
N the Chriſtian Syſtem preferable to the 

Righteouſneſs of their Law ? By forward 

and uncommon deeds of Beneficence have 
we ſhewn' them, that our righteouſneſs ex- 

ceeds what amongſt others is called 72/ 
 tice?—exceeds the righteouſneſs of the Law 

—exceeds the righteouſneſs of the Scribes . 
and Phariſees'? | 
Since we think that the Jews, Maho- 
metans, Pagans and People of other Per- 
ſuaſions are bad people, and in an error, 
we ſhould be the more forward to make 
them better, and recover them from this 
error, by the proper way, Doing ther 
Good. And this is only what we are deſir'd 
by our Saviour to do to the very r of 
men- to our very Enemies who was it 
that gave the following commands ? 
#0 9 you ENEMIEY, BLESS 75 
228 9 * that 
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« that CURSE you. DO GOOD to them 
« that HATE you ; And Pray for them 
ce who deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute 
you.“ To be ſure they cannot be good 
men who are our enemies, and cur/e us, 
and 1670 and deſpiteſully uſe us, and perſe- 
cute us,* and yet we are commanded to 
do all theſe Good works to them: be they 

what they will, that a& in the RIC 
Spirit to us.—Be they Jews, Mahometans, 
Pagans, Savages, Indians or any deſcripti- 
onof men whatever.—we are deſired to at- 
tempt to Cure them by a Behaviour direct- 
ly Oppoſite, This being the way to de- 
{troy the works of the Devil, = propa- 
gate Chriſtianity, and the way to make 
us the Children of God.—To the above 
commands are annexed. the followin 

words. That Ye may be the Children 
* of your FATHER which is in Heaven: 

« for HE maketh his Sun to riſe on the 
Evil and on the Good: and ſendeth his 
* rain on the Fuft and on the Unjuſt : For 
« if ye Love them which Love you, what 
reward have you? do not even the Pub- 
*« cans the ſame? And if ye ſalute your 
« brethren only, what Do Ye more than 

10 Others Do not even the Publicans ſo? 


* Math. v. 44. 5 | 
Be 
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. 0 Hh Ye therefore perfect, even as your 
© FATHER which is in heaven is perfect.“ 
Thus the unlimited Beneficence of God 
Almighty is holden up as an example which 
we are to imitate: and that by the ſimile 
of two Acts of his beneficence, by which 
he does Good to All Ranks and de- 
grees of men—The Light - of the Sun 
which he impartially gives to the Saint 
and the Savage, and his Rain which falls 
impartially on the field of the Pagan and 
the farm of the CHriſtian.— However con- 
trary to our Natures the Practice of this 

impartial Beneficence may be; yet we 
plainly ſee that it is CüRIsT's com- 
mand, and that we cannot be true Chriſ- 
tians without it. The worſe that any one 
is, the more need has he of our Kindneſs 
as a MEAns to make him better. Theſe 
ſentiments however, of charming the. 
wicked into Reformation by the Powers of. 
Good will and Beneficence and of expel- 
ling and counteraCting evil works. either. 
real or ſuppoſed by Good works, were ra- 
ther too little attended to by ſome of our. 
Anceſtors, who with ſtrange tortutes, 
murdered men and women, becaule they, 
did not ehink as they Hg Inn in- 

deed 
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deed were the Sufferers in not riveting as 
theic Perſecutors thought. 

The Chriſtian Religion at firſt was not 
raiſed by violence, it -was raiſed. by the 
Power of Love and the Practice of Benefi- 
cence. Every thing that taſted in the leaſt 
of Cruelty was, by the Commands of Ix- 
sus CHRIST prohibited.—Malevolent Per- 
ſecutions raiſed by baptized Gentiles, have 
been moſt deſtructive Engines: and it will 
even yet need much ado to clear Chriſten- 
dom of the Remains of them, It will need 
a change of Manners both Public and Pri- 
vate, before we can bold up to the World 
the Religion of CurIsT in its purity.--Be- 
fore we can ſay to the unconverted Nati- 
ons; Behold the Ufefulneſs, the Excellen- 
cy and the Happineſs of Chriſtianity 

The Pxacricz of the Precepts of the 
Meſſiah, by the Individuals who have ta- 
ken upon them the name of Chriſtians, 
and the Public Practice of Chriſtianity by | 
Nations who have admitted it, will be a 
very efficacious recommendation of it to 
other People.--If thoſe who are not poſſeſ- 
ſed of fuch a degree of Faith as to obey that 
Command, G0 and teach all N dent 
would only Practice the other Precepts of 
3s Goſpel Leng themſclvec—would they 
ay 
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3] only practice them in their Behaviour to 
the unconverted at home, and to the un- 
3 enlightened when other occa/ions lead them 
= abroad—would they only ſtop from Hin- 
dering the natural advancement of Chriſti- 
anity, the work of the Philanthropic and 
Zealous Miſſionary would Nr e more 
eaſy and fucceſsfnl. / 

If it be the Duty of Chriſtians perfonal- 
ly to GO and teach the Goſpel to Thoſe 
who do not know it, if the Omiſſion of 
this be diſobedience to CurIsT's Com- 
-mands, and conſequently a dangerous Er- 
ror; what ſhall we ſay of thoſe who know- 
ing better, not only are guilty of This 
-omiſhon, but alſo do ſlyly keep back the 
knowledge of CHRIST from the poor ig- 
norant Infidels, with a view to go about 
them more advantageouſly ; and by plan- 
ned and premednated public Practices, in- 
directly join hands in conſpiracy with the 
Powers of Darkneſs to oppoſe the advance- 
ment of the Religion of CAI T- to op- 
poſe the coming of the KING DO¹ of 
-GOD. 

Altho the peaceable Religiah of Jesvs 
accounts it the duty and intereſt of a Chriſ- 
tian to Suffer every ſpecies of Perſecution 
and Death' itſelf for the ſake of yy 
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and his Religion; it by no means autho- 
riſes a Chriſtian to uſe the leaſt grain of 
cruelty, the leaſt ſpark of Puniſhment or 
Perſecution towards others; either with a 
view to convert them, or any other pre- 
tence whatever. — As I formerly mention- 
ed, it is only by Goop that Evil is to 
be ſubdued.—If we attempt to make Evil 
its own Cure, we only increaſe the Diſ- 
temper and add fuel to the flame: It is 
the Practice of Doing Good and the. prac- 
tice of Love and Mercy, which bid faireſt 
for expelling their Contraries from the 
Earth; and for baniſhing that monſter 
| Cruelty, which has an clothed herſelf 
in the garb of Chriſtianity, and thereby 
made the Religion of Jesus a Terror a- 

broad and rendered it, at home, the jeſt 
of the atheiſt and an object of 6 
to the well-diſpoſed.— 

The merciful Founder of the Chriſtian - 
Conſtitution has not given any warrant to : 
the Subjects of his Kingdom to uſe any vi- 
-olent or Compulſive meaſures whatever. 
And they who attempt to meliorate man- 
kind by Force, ate really not the Friends 
of Jesvs. The Chriſtian Religion carries 
in it's Nature, Plans which are Noble, 
Mighty and M Done of the great 

| Purpoſes, 
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Purpoſes, which it ſeems to aim at, is the 
Reſtoration of the human Race from DIS. 
ORDER and miſery without deſtroying 
them. And when it ſhall have accompliſh. 
ed this Grand Event; it will triumphantly 
appear a ſelf-exiſtent and Self-dependent 
Syſtem ; ſtanding in need of no extraneous 
Support, Defence or Aſſiſtance of any Ma- 
chinations, Human Laws or Contrivances 
whatever ; but preſerving the human Race 
in meefneſs,inheriting the Earth, in a Com- 
fortable and convenient Conſtitution, un- 
derJesus CHRIST, their LAW-GIVER, 
their HEAD and their KING. This will 
not come to paſs until men do the things 
which He Said. It needs ſuch a deal of 
time to perſuade people. It is ſo difficult 
to bring the World to a conviction that 
their own Ways, Cuſtoms, Manners, 
Laws, Syſtems(machinated without the au- 
thority of Heaven) are not right.- To bring 
them to ſuch a degree of faith as to be- 
lieve that what IESsus CHRIST has ſaid 1s 
Right and ought to be done, is another ar- 
duous Taſk. And to perſuade them to Do 
the Things which he ſaid, is the third 
and laſt part of the Work. When this 
comes to be the caſe, the Nature of the 
Chriſtian-Conftitution will be fairly found 
| Hh Out. — 
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cannot live without Subordinatiqn : but 
there will be no ſuch thing in the Chriſ- 
tian Syſtem. The Heathens and Gentiles 
need War and the Sword to be the Guar- 
dians of what they call Order. The 

Sword and violence is their chief Defence 
from without, and their only preſervative. 


of Order within. But when the LEVEL. 
CHRISTIAN . ConsTiTUTIoN®, whoſe 
Executive Power i is Chriſtian Love, ſhall 


be univerſally adopted; there will he no 


further occaſion for War, either to enforce 
the obſervance of the Gentile Laws with-. -* 


in (for ſuch will not exiſt) or as a defence 
from injury without. —If all men were 
real Chriſtians, war would become totally 
unneceſſary, There would be no neeeſſi- 
ty for Armies. either by Sea or. Land— 
no neceſſity for Preſs-Gangs—no need ei- 
ther of wooden or fone walls of defence 
In; a cee whole e of war. 


. = * — * * 
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Las will. be exceedingly. different. 
both from the Geatile and Jewiſh Syſtems, : 
inſomuch that one man ſhall not exerciſe 
the leaſt authority over another. T he Gen- 
tiles, who have not the Spirit of God, 
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would become uſeful only for more advan- 
tageous purpoſes, and the Great Baſtile of 
Deſtruction with all its apparatus, all its 


Faxes and Expences—all its Miſeries and 


Calamities would fall to the ground': and 
then every DEvice, which has been ſet up 
by men departed from the Laws of their 
God, and entwiſted into DISORDER 
y their own ingenuity, will be everlaſt- 
ingly aboliſhed. For the Laws and Rules 
exhibited in Example, Precept and Para- 
ble by the Laſt King of the Jews, toge- 
ther with ſuch Parts of the Jewiſh Legal 
_ Syſtem as ſtill ſtand unrepealed, being un- 

reſervedly and univerſally practiſed, will 
be diſcovered to be a Szſſiciency of Politics 
for the Government of any Body of men, 
however great, jointly, unitedly and firm- 
er der to the ſame.— Then will it be 
dund out and believed that the ſhort Say- 
ings of the SAVIOUR are preferable to 

all the ingeniouſly fabricated volumes of 
the Gentile Politicians. Then ſhall all the 
Knots be untied, which the Devil and the 
Crafty have made faſt upon the face of the 
Earth. And the Human Race, having 
diſcontinued the uſe of their long worn 


Chains, ſhall eſcape from the Miſery and 
Confuſion with which they have been for | 
A e Ages 


) 
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Ages environed. They will eſcape from 
under the Pytamidul Preſſure, and will be 
convinced“ that UN TO thema CID has 1 
been Bokn—UnTo them a Son has beer 

wen, whoſe NAME fhall be called the 
Won DERFUL COUNSELLOR, The Mign- 
TY Gop, The EveRLAsTinG FATHER, 
the PRINCE of PEACE : and tbe GQ- 
VERNMENT wrthout Myſtery (hall in ne- 
ality be upon his SHOULDER.” — - 
O Jesu, Thou 1 of the Ohriſtians, 
incline the hearts of ſuch of thy Crea- 
tures as know thy Name, to conſider theſe 
things to reconſider, and learn to practiſe 
thy holy Laws, and to exert themſelves 
with harmleſs activity that thy Words ma 
be ſpeedily publiſhed in the 4 4 
parts of the world; that thy Kingdom on 
the Earth, too long thought ſomething 
myſterious and unintelligible, may ſoon 
VISIBLY and LITERALLY come, 
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among all Nations,” —chimerical 
thought, ſays one—a mere impoſſibility, 
ſays another —nonſegſical ſuppoſition, 
ſays. a third, to talk of men living on the 
Earth without War, —and backs his ar- 
gument with a clamorqus affirmation, that 
there Sve been wars and rumours of wars 
and therefore concludes that Fighting 
is ſomething adorable and virtuous, and 
that tis impudence even to 2 it diſcon- 

e = HELP ISROIS 
Much, indeed, to ke pitied is the man 
who degenerates into ſuch a ſtate of depra- 
vity as effaces from his mind the very 
knowledge and conſciouſneſs of his Errors 
hen his powers of reaſon and under- 
ſtanding become ſo far duped and per- 
verted as to make him think well of his 
very Faults— look upon his miſconduct 
as right, proper and reaſonable.— Such 
a Characters 


» >* 


Characters are not uncommon. Nay; it 
frequently happens, that by the practice 
of erroneous conduct, ſuch habits are con- 
tracted as render that very conduct appa- 
rently uſeſul and neceſſary to him who has 
habituated himſelf to it. — For Inſtance, 
he who has accuſtomed himſelf to be a 
drunkard for a ſeries of years, finds unea- 
ſineſs in his conſtitution and a. tax on his 
pleaſure in attempting ta, unſhackle him- 
ſelf from his inveterate habit: ſuch is the 
infatuating nature of many other euſtoma- 
ry vices: Hence that, which is in itſelf 
evil, comes to have the cat of being Uſe- 
ful and Neceſſary.— To the ſlave of vice, 
in this unhappy ſituation, every remon= 
ſtrance adviſing him to change his way, 
appears at firſt inadmiſſible, if not altoge- 
ther unreaſonable. I do not know any 
that more deſerves our compaſſion than 
the character who is ſo debaſed by vice as 
to have loſt the conſcience of his Errors 
and over whom his very foibles have ſo far 
got the aſcendency, as to appear to him 
Uſeful, Neceſſary. and Reaſonable. The 
Friends of ſuch a one are puzzled how to 
behave—ſhall they. forſake him, or ſhall: 
they charitably endeavour to arouze him 
from. his fatal lethargy, that he may be, 
; E 3 | tho. 
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tho with reluctance, converted from the 
evil of his ways and fave his foul alive? — 
As vices and evil habits work themſelves 
into the con/tizutions of Individuals; fo 
they interweave themſelves into Corpora- 
tions, Societies, Political Conſtitutions and 
Nations of men: whereby the very know- 
ledge and conſciouſneſs of Public and Na- 
tional errors become obſcured, and the 
very Practice of theſe errors, aſſumes the 
appearance of being unavoidable, expedient 
and uſeful. 3 
Add to this, that when theſe Errors are 
become fubſervient to the pecuniary inte- 
reſts of Part, it is natural that that Part 
fſhould uſe every means to make theſe Er- 
rors appear reaſonable in the eyes of the 
other Part —As the ſwearer will not 
thank you for your advice, when you 
friendly tell him to refrain from blaſphe- 
my; becauſe he feels within himſelf a 
propenſity towards it, more powerful than 
your advice.—As he, who goes into a 
public houſe, and amongſt a number of 
the votaries of Bacchus, ftands up with 
a ſpeech againſt drunkenneſs, is an accep- 
table gueſt to the inn-keeper, fo accepta- 
ble is he, who, with a view to the good of 
his fellow-creatures, preſumes to ſpeak or 
| | Write 
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write againſt any Public error in which 
the pecuniary intereſt of individuals is 
concerned, He, who by the example, 
and in obedience to the commands of his 
Saviour, attempts to befriend the fouls of 
men, by adviſing them to lay aſide their 
folly, will often meet with the ſame a 
probation as Jesvs CHRIST did when he 
ſtopt the market in the temple of Jeruſa- 
lem. He will often meet with the ſame 
approbation as the Apoſtles did, when they 
ſpoke againſt” Idolatry.— This interfered 
with the intereſts of the Idol-carvers and I- 
mage-founders, and unavoidably hurt their 
trade : they therefore exclaimed violently 
againſt the Publiſhers of the Goſpel, ſay- 
ing, Great is Diana of the Epheſians.” 
It is difficult to raiſe the wheel ſtuck . 
faſt in its old miry Tra&.—lt is a diſagrea- 
ble taſk to engage in a Subject, which, 
according to the preſent ſway of the minds 
of the majority of the Human Race, has 
the probability of being receiyed, on its. 
firſt outſet, with coolneſs, if not with 
diſapprobation. It would not be difficult 
for me to arrange together a parcel of 
words which ſhould run leſs riſque of be- 
ing thought extravagant. But the queſ- 
tion is, would this be the moſt Uſeful to 
3 * | TY my 
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my fellow creatures ?-—T chuſe rather to 
hazard my own temporal intereſt—and to 
facrifice regard of applauſe, whilſt I em- 
ploy myſelf. in aiming at the real intereſt; 
of the ſouls of men—in aiming at the ge- 
neral happineſs of the preſent and ſuc- 


-  ceeding Generations—1n aiming at the re- 


ſtoration of the human Race from Miſery, 
whilſt I preſume to write in favour of 
Peace, and take upon me to lift up my 
voice againſt that too long worſhipped 
Idol—War. Againſt the adoration of 
Mars, that god of the Heathens I ſpeak.— 
That Idol of Deſolation, at whoſe ſhrine 
the blood of mankind has been fo long 
facrificed—that conſummation'of human 
woe — that thundering Leviathan of un- 
righteouſneſs, which impoveriſheth the 
Nations and ſpouts calamity againſt the 
children of men. — Perhaps tis exceſs 
of caution that forbids me to ſay, that war 
is the Horns of the terrible Monſter, de- 
ſcribed in the viſions of ancient Divines ;; 
but, without heſitation, every intelligent. 
mind will diſcern that it is the weighty 
coping ſtone which keeps together the ini-- 
quitouſly conſttucted FABRICS of Abo- 
mination. 
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Let us not permit Fancy to hold the 
reins of judgment, and miſlead us to 
think that war is virtuous, becauſe we are 
inclined to approve of it in ita time. The 
moſt extravagant follies have met with ge- 
neral approbation in rhein time. That the 
Stars were brazen Nails driven into the 
firmament, was a way of thinking appro- 
ven of in its time.—The building of the 
tower of Babel was highly approven of in 
its time, being intended as a refuge againſt 
a ſecond. deluge, and as a preventative a- 
gainſt a diſperſion of the dene of 
Noah abroad upon the face of the Earth. 
— This had the appearance of being extra- 
ordinary Political wiſdom, and all hands 
ſet to work in the buſineſs, —But how did 
it turn out ? lt turned out to be the very 
Cauſe of that calamity which it was in- 
tended to prevent, to wit, their diſperſion 
and ſcattering abroad upon the face of the 
earth. Things that are not confiſtent 
with the commands of Heaven, are ſeldom 
followed with much real adyantage.—The 
worſhipping of Baal was approved of by 
the ignorant in its time. The Crucifixion 
of our Saviour was approved of, in its time, 
by the majority of the Jewiſh Nation, Po- 
liticians and Eccleſiaſtics. It was . | 
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well of as an expedient to ſecure the ſafety 


of the Nation; and the calamity that be- 


fel Jeruſalem thereafter, ſhews how far it 
ſucceeded. The bloody Perſecutions that 
have happened in modern centuries were 
approved of in their time, as neceſſary for 
the protection of Chriſtianity and the de- 
fence of the honor of God. But was it 


not by theſe very cruel contrivances of men 


that Chriſtianity has been almoſt expelled 


from the face of the earth impeded in its 


progreſs at home and abroad the honor 
of God inſulted, and the religion of 
Jesus CuR1sT diſgraced . Thus butch- 
ering men to make Chriſtians of them, 
was thought well of in its time, and ap- 
1 2 5 of by Politicians judged wiſe, and 

y Clergy in their day believed Infallible. 
—[n a word, the groſſeſt Public Enormi- 


ties — the moſt ridiculous Political Follies 
that Ignorance and Error ever ſuggeſted to 


the imaginations of men have been all ap- 
proved of in their time, and conjectured 
to be wiſe and ex2edient meaſures, — On 
this footing has War obtained its applauſe; 
and has kept almoſt the longeſt ſtanding 
of any eccentricity whatever, _ N 
But let us not be frightened or diſheart- 
ened by the antiquity of this extravagant 
e Idolatry; 
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Idolatry; altho it be of longer as 


than the brazen Coloſſus at Epheſus—of 


longer duration than the Oracles of the 
Heathens. Every Public Error muſt and 


will continue faſhionable until Somebody 


take upon himſelf to riſque the ridicule 


and odium of being fingular, by doubting 


the propriety. of it, and by muttering 
out ſomething againſt it. W 
The Longevity of War is no argument 
to prove it a good thing. Is Adam's diſ- 
obedience to God in Paradiſe and bad mens 


diſobedience to their Creator ever ſince, 


any proof of the uſefulneſs of diſobedience, 
or any argument that diſobedience is a 
good thing; and that men ſhould ſtill con- 
tinue diſobedient to the orders of God Al- 
mighty, becauſe it has been a cuſtom 
time out of mind ?—ls the murder com- 


mitted on the body of Abel by his brother, 


which is nearly as far back as the Creati- 
on, and ſimilar crimes happening now and 
then ever ſince —is this a proof that mur- 
der is a good thing? The former of theſe 


Precedents claims a greater antiquity than 


War on Earth, and the latter is the firſt 
Inſtanee of it that ever happened among 
mankind. Our reaſon, is ſo far opened as 
to diſſapprove of this firſt inſtance, of war 
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—we even do not think well of war, 
when we ſee it on a ſmall ſcale—one man 


| killing another, called murder, manſlaugh- | 


ter or {o-- but when it aſſumes compos'd and 


deliberate regularity,and receiving the ſanc- 
tion of the majority, comes in prodigions 


quantities, it abſorbs our deteſtation in its 

reatneſs and buries our reaſon we know 
not how.—We have been made to thin} 
that it is. reaſonable and neceſſary; and 
canſequently we.conclude that it is as we 
think, really. reaſonable. But it is proper 
to obſerve, that men act and think accord- 


ing to the degree of reaſon wherewith they 


are endowed— He who kills a man and 


' robs him on the highway is, no doubt, 
convinced in his own mind that what he 


does is good policy in behalf of himſelf 
— He certainly muſt find Inpuſſes within 
himſelf inclining him to do ſo. When 


theſe impulſes get poſſeſſion of che mind 


they make men think that to be right and 
reaſonable which is really not ſo —What 
is human Ingenuity ? What is haman Po- 


: licy ? What is human Prudence Some 


thinking one thing reaſonable and Politic ; 
others thinking the rever/e reaſonable and 


Politie. What eis the ſum of the powers 


and faculties of the wiſeſt men in the 
. | world 
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world put together and unaided by Direc- 
tions from Heaven? Men unaided by the 
directions of Almighty God, are even like 
ants crawling in a dark room not knowing 


how to find the door. Are they not?— 


In the ſpace of about two thoufand 


years after the Creation, ſuch degeneracy 


had taken place by the Conjectures, In- 
ventions, and apparently prudent, political 
Contrivances of Mortals, that they brought 
themſelves to ſuch a degree of confuſion 
and miſery as to approach almoſt to the 


ſtate of Evil Spirits, inaſmuch as the 
—* thoughts of their hearts were evil con- 
tinually” And thus they brought upon 


themſelves the diſpleaſure of GOD who 
overwhelmed the earth with water and 
drowned them. In the ſpace of about 
other two Thouſand years both Jews and 
Gentiles had again got to a very high pitch 
of wickedneſs. Part of them, who had 


the written Laws of GOD, forſook thoſe 
Laws, and ſet up their own Contrivances 
inſtead of them, and in oppoſition to the 


directions of GOD and the advice of his 
prophets wandered again into the deſerts 
of error and diſorder. The other Part, 
who after the confuſion of Languages at 
Babe], ſpread into different Parts of the 


E* Earth, 


7 
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Earth, manufactured the knowledge 
which they had of the true God into Fa- 
ble, and wandering likewiſe into miſery 
und confuſion, at laſt ſet up ſtones and J- 
mages to be gods to themſelves: Making 
Revenge the Umpire of their differences, 
and ſettling their diſputes by contentiouſly 
facrificing themielves to ſatan. Thus 
te the Nations were ſuffered to walk in 
their own ways” and were allowed to en- 
joy their own folly, perhaps as their pu- 
niſhment—No doubt, to ſhew them the 
diſadvantage of their own Errors, to hum- 
ble the Pride of human Wiſdom, and to 
incline the fallible Prudence of man to 
yield to the unerring advice of his Crea- 
tor; and that they might be the more wil- 
ling to receive that peaceable Syſtem and 

thoſe Rules of behaviour which GOD by 

his Son, at length, graciouſly ſent them. 
HBut it is impoſſible to find out the ways 
of GOD, or the Reaſons of his diſpenſati- 
ons- we have not any buſineſs to take ex- 
ample from his permiſſions or even orders 
of war under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, 
Many things were permited and even or- 
dered in that Diſpenfation which are pro- 
hibited in the Chriſtian Syſtem. The Iſ- 
_ raelites at — departure out of Egypt 
were 


* 
? 
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were ordered to commit a piece of un 
«ugeabnorh— by dec ng borrowing the 
gobds of the Egyptians; with a view was tf 
to return them and yet no man ran ? = 
that gut way" is conſiſtent with the duty 
of a Chriſtian. Sure enough war was al⸗ 
240, looked upon as an evil and a puniſh- 
ment on the people who were enibroiled in 
it.— Perhaps, thofe ancient horrors of war 
may be holden up to us to frighten us from 
it to let us ſee the calamities attending it and. 
to make us rejoice the more in the New 
Syſtem which teaches. us vow To LIVE 
WITHOUT Ir and PROHIBIT'S it by the 
plain and deciſive. Proclamation of the 
Mefſhah * HAVE PEACE ONE WITH ANo- 
THER.” * Is not a command to be at 
Peace the ſame as a command againſt war? 
If the Great Law-giver ſays, Have Peace 
one with another ;” there is no occaſion 
for ſaying, Be not at war with one ano- 
ther Have Peace” is the ſame as a thou- 
ſand commands againſt war ; Is it not ? 
The Chriſtian Religion pronounces one 
of its firſt Bleſſings even on the PRAcE- 
MaAkkERs and ſays that “ they ſhall be 
called the children of GOD.” What 
kind of Peace is meant? Is it only Peace 
betwixt two contentious men ? Peace be- 


® Mark, 9. 50. twixt 


| 
| - 
| 


— 
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twixt two contentious families? and not 
Peace betwixt two contentious Nations? 
Is not Peace a general word comprehend- 


ing every ſpecies of Peace ?—lf this ſay- 


ing of Chriſt be narrowly examined, I ap- 
prehend it will be a difficult matter to ex- 
clude National peace from the explanati- 
on. And if a Bleſſing be pronounced on 
the peace maker, is not this a polite tho 
certain diſapprobation of War ? If thoſe 
who are inſtrumental in making Peace, 
are, for that good work, to be called the 
Children of God, it is evident that this 
folds within it an afnrmation that War is 
ſomething bad, and ſuperſedes the neceffi- 


ty of ſaying openly, Thou =” not war.— 


The words of the Great Meſſiah are 
comprehenſive, and delivered in a way ex- 


tremely wiſe and gentle.—They are delive- 


red in a way far exceeding the wiſdom of 
imperfect man,— _ 

Our bleſſed Saviour not only Jifappro- 
ved of war, by ſaying, © Blefſed are the 


Peace makers,” and, Have Peace with 


one another, but he has alſo taught us a 


- mode ot ſettling differences in an eaſier way 


to wit, by FokG1vENEss. Now how far 


1s this forgiveneſs to extend? Is it to be 


confined to little private matters betwixt 
one 
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one individual und another, or is it to ex- 
tend for inſtance to the ſettling of a na 
ance betwixt two families—two village 
—twoſocieties—two Nations? — VE HA 
HEARD THAT IT HATH BEEN SAID AN 
EYE FOR AN EYE AND A TOOTH FOR A 
roorH, But 1 ſay unto you, THAT YE 
RESIST NOT Evil but 'whoſoever ſhall 
ſmite thee on thy right Cheek, TURN'To 
HIM THE OTHER ALSO. AND IP ANY 
MAN WILL SUE THEE AT Law ANN 
TAKE AWAY THY COAT LET HIM HAY 
THY CLOAK Also, and whoſoever ſhall 
compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain. - What means all this? have we 
learned to do it in a National Capacity or 
not ? an eye for an eye and a tooth for'a 
tooth. The rigorous juſtice of compulſive 
Laws inſiſting for equivalent retributions - 
in caſes of inſury In place of this, that 
evil may be the more eaſily and the ſooner 
quenched; Jeſus Chriſt"has ws chro yy 
Command defiring us not to refiſt ir. For 
reſiſting Evil tends only to keep it alive 
and im motion, and to make it reverberate © 
backwards and forwards like a: Cricket- | 
bali Lawſuits are a notable inſtance of 
this reſſecting power of Evil, Strife and 
ccni ef every kind fully exemplity 
| F 3. It, 


ons are laſting and all- affecting 
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it. And War which is the bigheſt ſpe- 
cies of contention, 1 ſhould ſay War is * 
Genus and all other Contentions only ſpe- 
ets of it, OY ſhews the difadvantage of 
reſiſting Evil. It often arifes from cauſes 
_ ſmall: and gatheting | ſtrength from 
being refiſted ſwells, and at laft ingulphs 
both drefiſting parties into horrible miſeries. 
It is like the monkey in the fable, ſettling 
the contention - betwixt the two cats. It 
brings both ſides to the loſs. When one 
even literally receives a blow on his check 
from a fool, it is better wiſdom calmly to 
put up with it, than by making reſiſtance, 
free to get half a dozen more, When 
reſiſts, he acts on the ſpirit of revenge, 
which is a Principle altogether unchriſti- 
an, and even if he ſhould get the better, 
it is moſt probable that his reſiſtance will 
ſome how or other twiſt him into ten 
times more diſadvantage than if he had 


is the caſe in National wars. Whichever 
ſide gets the better, wars always draw 
long tailed calamities after them upon 
both fides. The calamities and es 
which wars entail upon contentious Nati- 
evils. 
They literally make the children . 

or 


patiently pocketed his firſt inſult. Such 
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for the injquities of their /athers, not only 
unto the third and fourth but unto many 
generations,-Griping taxes and poverty 
are the patrimonꝝ of thoſe whoſe Anceſtors 
have expended the National wealth in the 
fery buſineſs of war. Want of Patience, 
want of the art of /zFermg in thoſe that 
have gone before, binds. about the necks. 
of thoſe that follow after, ſuffering una- 
voidable and involuntary. - Thoſe who 
have lived before us, by theic buſy for- 
— in reſiſting Evil, have made their 
deſcendants ſmart for it. But ſuch infa- 
tuation overclouds the minds of men that 
they will not believe that what Jesus 
CuR1sT ſays is true and right. They will 
not believe that his Aittle ſayings are wiſer 
than their great contriuances. His Precept 
prohibiting the reſiſtance of Evil is not 
attended to, altho perhaps it would be 
more effectual for enſuring the happineſs 
of mankind than the debates and delibera- 
tions of five hundred years more effec- 
tual than all the Nemo me impune lacęſits 
in the World. Nations will never have 
peace or happineſs till they lay aſide hea- 
then. prinęiples till they lay aſide the 
ſpirit of Revenge, that bellows which 
blows the ſice of human miſery. gp oa 
eis wog ey 
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they humbly take up the Dictates of the 
Savio ur and acknowledge that, after all, 
Jesus CuR1sT- is the beſt Politician. As 
Book k eeping is equally applicable to the 
buſineſs of the Grocer and to the National 
Frealury ; ſo the Precepts of our Saviour 
appear to be Rules for the 9 
of an individual and equally ſuited 
Publie Conduct. Were the Chriſtian se. 
nates to lay afide what they call National 
dignity, that is National Pride, and adopt 
the mode of forgiving National' injuries, [ 
ſhould rather ſay injuries committed by 
mdividuals of other nations—would they 
reciprocally behave to one another in this 
forbearing manner; war that greateſt of 
all Evils would ſoon be extinguiſhed. 
The Law-giver- of the Chriſtians did not 
lay, ſubdue and deſtroy your enemies, he 
ſaid “ Love your Enemies and do good 
to them: this is the way to change them 
from being enemies into /riends.'' Perhaps 
ſome handſome preſents ſent by the Court 
who thought themſelves. injured, to the 
Court offending, might be as efficacious 
as Maniſeſtos of Terror and Revenge, and 
as advantageous as warlike 9 
Goodnatured meaſures af this Kind would 
be ä by Prevention and 
vol verpowering 


\ 
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verpowering it with Good. Many good 
reconciliatory offices might be done on leſs 
expence than fitting out men of war and 
other armaments. The Goſpel of CHRIST 
teaches us to avoid offences; and when 
offences happen, it teaches us to have 
them done away without delay, by for- 
giveneſs on the part of the offended and 
by reformation on the part of the offen- 
ders. It teaches the offended the art of 
guſfuing the miſchief of whatever diſpoſi- 
tion the offenders be. It teaches us by 
beneficence to blunt the virulence of the 
moſt miſchievious 'machinatious that can 
be formed againſt us. 5 
The ancient Romans had the art of ſo 
far deluding the ignorant that they made 
them believe that great warriors were 
converted into gods when they died, and 
that he who fell in the field of battle with 
a wound in his breaſt, was ſure to go to 
Eliſium. Theſe doctrines were well cal- 
culated for the purpoſe of raiſing recruits, 
and for making poor ſouls ſtand to it, in 
gratification of the . inſatiable Ambition, 
Pride and Cruelty of blood thirſty Tyrants 
and Commanders.—The office, however, 
of a ſoldier or mankiller appears to me 
incompatible with the Character of a 
x - Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtian, and I cannot find any expreſſion 
in the goſpel pronouncing him that kills 
another guiltleſs. It appears to me im- 
poſſible that one, who loves his Nerghbour 
as himſelf, can deliberately walk forward 
and blow his brains out with a muſket- 
ball. It needs a Spirit quite different 
from the Spirit of CYR18T to capacitate a 


man for the buſineſs of a ſoldier. We 


talk of the ſtate of Nature being a bad 
one, but it needs a mind much debauched 
by art below the ſtate of Nature to render 
two armies of men ſo phrenzical as 
mutually to deſtroy one another, altho 
they have no antipathy againſt one ano- 
ther, except what is argſully infuſed into 
them. Its no wonder, that to work men 
up to this degree of ferocity requires mar- 
tial muſic and much artful training. 

War is not only an unchriſtian way of 


ſettling differences but it is alſo an unwiſe 
and a cruel method: and were not our 


ſenſes abſorbed and awed into unmeaning 
torpidity by its having the appearance of 
greatneſs and dignity, we ſhould find out 
the folly of it by the eye of Reaſon. For 
when we obſerve two old women, upon 
the immediate ſpur of paſſion, tugging one 


another in the ſtreets, we pity their weak- 


ory neſs 
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neſs and difap prove of their calling ſuch a 
fooliſh iotHoa of ſettling their. accompts. 
When two School-boys fall out, about 
lay toys, and ſtraightway, ratione incon- 
falta, fall to blows, and puniſh the fleſh 
of each others bodies, 'till perhaps one 
loſe an'eye, another a tooth in the ſcuffle 
—we pity the weaknels of their under- 
ſtanding, and we do not approve of the 
method they take to reconcile their mat- 
ters. When we hear that two men, on 
the impulſe of Revenge, and blown up 
by what the gentiles call honor, have met 
one another with piſtols and ſeconds in 
Hyde-Park and have reſolved that their 
peace ſhould only be made up by making 
reciprocal perforations in one anothers car- 
caſes, we'pity their ſhallownels of reaſon, 
and diſcern the littleneſs of their under- 
ſtanding.” Were we to ſee the inhabitants of 
one houſe arming themſelves cap à pee and 
turning out to the ſtrect to fight with the 
Inhabitants of another houſe, about a pet- 
ty difference; we ſhould think ſome un- 
reaſonable phrenzy moved them ; and we 
ſhould'look on both parties even as fooliſh. 

Now this was a ſpecies of War which 
ſome of our anceſtors were much addict- 
ed to. " The maſter of one family ſome- 
times 
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times muſtered his ſervants and dependents 
and orderly went out to battle againſt the 
maſter of another family at the head of his 
ſervants and dependants ; and ſavage maſ- 
ſacre often happened on both fides. Were 
we to fee the Inhabitants of one town 
breaking the Peace and riſing up in 


arms againſt the Inhabitants of a- 


nother Town, killing and deſtroying one 


another without regard to the advice of 


Mayors or Juſtices of the Peace ; ſhould 
we not think that the people were diſor- 
derly, and that they oy to have taken a 
wiſer way of ſettling their diſputes? No 
when one Nation riſes againſt another, is 
it not the ſame want of order, only on a 
larger ſcale? 


I make no doubt but that Beings, of , 


N 
F*Y 


wiſdom ſuperior to man, will look upon 


Wars in a different view from what we 


do; and I dare ſay, they greatly pity the 
weakneſs and want of order which pre- 


vail amongſt the contentious creatures 
men.—Could we only get our minds en- 


larged to ſee things in a juſt point of 


view, we could not without horror hear 
of war that higheſt of all ſquabbles—that 
greateſt of all quarrels—that conſumma- 


tion of deſtruction—that &© abomination 


which 
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which maketh deſolate,” — we ſhould find... 
out that National Wars are founded on 
cold and chill revenge — not on the ſpur 
of inſtantaneous paſſion, but calmly pre- 
meditated, regularly . reſolved upon, and, 
like malicious murder, methodically exe 
cuted. Not done by accidence, but firn 
ly deſigneddeſigned that the blood of 
one Part ſhall be an atonement offered in 
ſacrifice to Confuſion to make peace a- 
mong the reſt. Nothing i is more aſton- 
iſhing than to ſee thouſands of creatures, | 
called rational, y eng forth in quiet and. 
fixt miſanthropy againſt each other in the 
ſpirit of premeditated murder and revenge, 
determined to kill 2nd be killed. 

The Cunning may ingeniouſly contrive 
pretences for war, and dreſſing up theſe 
pretences with imaginary neceſſities, bring 
them into the appearance of being rea/on= 
able motives for war. They may ſay, in 
the Pride of their own Policies, That 
they are afraid that the Earth from the 
multiplication of its Inhabitants will not 
be able to furniſh proviſion for them, and 
therefore it is neceſſary that one part kill 
the other, that the bes may have 
enough to eat and to drink. On the ſame 


F of Policy it might be ſaid that 


G ſince 
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ſince the firmament threateningly hangs 
over us, and ſince it is to be feared that, 

from ſome conyulfion of Nature, it will 
be undermined and fall upon us, let us 
therefore, on the principles of prudence 
and political foreſight, build pillars to 
ſapport it.—On the ſame. principle, two 
poor labourers who have families, might 

thus prudently reafon ; We are pinched, 
week after week, for victuals to our chil- 
dren—if we had fewer children we could 
maintain them handſomely ; let us not di- 
realy ſlay them, but let us provide them 
with ſmall piſtols and ſo ſet them a fight- 
ing, and they will kill each other, and by 
this means there will remain abundance 
for us and thoſe that ſurvive. 

To make war on theſe principles is a 
violent inſult to Almighty God. Tr is in- 
ſulting the Ruler of the Univerſe, by in- 

directly ſaying that he creates 'too many 
people; and that it is therefore wiſe in 
cunning political man to deſtroy his work 
-and undo what he does. - Indeed it is not 
much to be wondered at if the Great 
Creator ſhould allow the calamities, Po- 
verty and Famine, which they with to 
prevent by their own unwarrantable poli- 
cy, to fall upon the ſelf-wiſe animated 
FF : | machines 
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machines of clay y, who, in diſtruſt. of his 
wiſdom, ſet up an unrighteous providence 
of their own in oppoſition to His, Some- 
thing like this is often the reſult of war: 
for, by it, mens attention is called from 
Agriculture the moſt uſeful of all employ- 
ments. That Store of Subſiſtence, which 
lies in the earth, is neglected to be taken 
out. The Wilde, Heaths. and Commons 
are left. unimproved. — He that ſhould 
have guided the plough-/hare is brandifhs 
ing the ond. He that ſhould have dig- 
ged with the /pade is ſhouldering a muſker. 
He that ſhould have ſown wheat: in the 
formerly uncultivated field is planting 
lead in his brother's bowels, He, that 
ſhould have drained; the marſh by foughs 
and ditches, is opening the 3 — of 
life and draining the blood from the bo 
of his fellow-creature. He that ſhould 
have watered the parched corn and made 
the acre produce twice the quantity, is 
finking motionleſs to the bottom of the 
ocean, He that ſhould: have cleaned the 
weed-choaked- field and increaſed the pro- 
duct of life's ſupport, is burniſhing an in- 
ſtrument of death; and, O wonderful in- 

vection; : is Seen the ruſt from a hollow 


G 2 piece 


63 THE DAWN OP 


A piece of iron moulded into an Engine of 


deſtruttion ! 
The increaſed Number of the inhabi- 
tants of the earth is not only an unrighteous 


but an unreaſonable and ridiculous pre- 


tence for war. I apprehend that the 
Earth, if properly cultivated, will be al- 
ways found capable of producing ſubſiſt- 
ence for the Inhabitants who are. ſent to 
live. thereon. So that we may refer the 
Thinning of them to the wiſdom of him 
that Planted them. He ſhortened mens' 
lives after the flood, and when the earth + 
becomes fo full that it can produce ſubſiſt- 
ence for no more, I make no doubt but 
that GOD is wiſe enough to know how to 
do.—In the mean time, if we ſeck our 
ſubſiſtence in a right way, I think it is 
probable that we ſhall find it. The art of 


Agriculture is capable of great improve- 


— 


ments. Perhaps the land of Great-Bri- 
tain is capable of producing a deal | more 
of proviſion than it does. I with that it 
were exactly aſcertained whether or not 


the exports of National proviſion from the 
Coaſts of Great-Britain and Ireland to fo- 


5 5 Parts exceed the imports. In the 

exports of national proviſion it is but fair 
to include barley converted into ſpirituous 
SOC * liquors 
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liquors and exported in that form, toge= 

ther with the exportation of Corn, Flour, 
beef, cheeſe, &c. The quantity of na- 
tional proviſion might be increaſed by pay- 
ing more attention to the ancient buſineſs, 
Fiſhing —The improvement of the Fiſh- 
eries is a thing exceedingly uſeful, and gawvw 
Nationsin-the world are&f# ad vantageouſ- 
ly ſituated for this purpoſe than Britain 
and Ireland. 

Every Nation in the world will find a 
ſaving of Proviſions in the Reducement of 
the number of Dogs and Horſes to ſuch a 
quantum as is abſolutely neceſſary for uſe- 
ful purpoſes.— If a race-horſe lives ſixteen. 
years; he deſtroys as much as would have 
reared ſeveral. bullocks, Horſes of war 
likewiſe do not live on the wind, The 
ſchemeful multiplication of S, gives 
a kind of neceſſity for an additional num 
ber of riding horſes, which likewiſe ends 
in an extravagant conſumpt of National 
Proviſion we might alſo find an increaſe 
of Proviſion in the Retrenchment of Lux- 

uries. For inſtance, a conſiderable pro- 
portion of the. fineſt land is. loſt in the pro- 
duction of barley. I muſt ſay it is loſt, on 
account of the purpoſes to which the bar- 
ley is applied. In many Counties barley 
5 n is 
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is ont fourth of the whole produce if not 


tion of Hops. Drunkenneſs, excluſive of 


ties of the mind, leſſens the quantity of 


Were 'fown with wheat, what an additio- 
nal number of People might be ſu 


to produce as much barley as gives ex- 
iſtence to a barrel of intoxicating liquor. 


1% THE DAWN OP 


more. What becomes of it? is it not 
converted into liquid Souroes of Vice and 
opiates of debauchery ? Some of the fineſt 
land in England is applied to the produe- 


its criminality in the eye of heaven's laws 
L excluſive of the vonſideration that it 
hufts the morals and wears out the facul- 


National Proviſion, If one fourth of the 
land which is applied to the production 
of barley to be manufactured into opiates, 


pported 
by it? apprehend that a conſiderable 
number of penny loaves might be raiſed 
on that ſpace of ground which is neceffury 


One may talk of Trade and of Com- 
meree of the extenſion of Foreign Trade 
—of warring for the protection of Trade 
and Commerce.— But what is Trade, what 
is Commerce After all the buſtle of it, 
What does it amount to? It amounts to 
this ; the conveying from ſome Nations 
the Neceſharies of life, Eatable articles, 
Corn, Beef, 'Mutton, coheeſe, Tm 
«4 c. 


— 
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&c. wearable articles, Cloth, Linen 
Wool, &c. and to repleniſh them-in ex- 
change with articles, very few of which 
are abſolute Neceſſaries of life; but the 
majority articles ef Fancy and Luxury, 
which the People could live very happily 
without. What would all the Trade and 
Commerce and Gold Duſt in the world 
do, if they were not upholden by Agricul- 
tuce ? In the midſt of our buſtle of Trade 
and Money and Commerce, we ſhould 
ſtarve to death; if we wanted Bread. — 
After all our buſtle, whence does our Bread 
and our Meat come? Will all the Fur of 
Nootka Sound — alli the Tea- cups, of China 
all the diamonds of the Indies —all the 
Gold duſt of Peru, keœep a ſingle Inhabi- 
tant of Europe alive ſix weeks, if you 
give him nothing elſe to. eat? - Foreeg 
_ commerce- conſidered in 2 GENERAL 
ix creates much care and miſery, and 
gives ground for Wars and Contentions.. 
But if the preſent way of commerce he 
Judged proper to be continued, I ſay. that 
nothing can be more favourale to the free 
and unmoleſted Transference of Neceſſa- 
ries from one part of the Earth to another 
then: the total abolition of War. — Then 
would free Eradtsgo forward without in- 
** 


* 
- * 
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pediment, or interruption.——However, 1 
hope, it will e'er long be diſcovered 
that the beſt Commerce for the general 
Good, is the Tilling of the Ground and 
the Raiſing from it the Neceſſaries of life: 
—and I am pertuaded that mankind; af- 
ter fatiguing themſelves with their own. 
contrivances, will at laſt find the old buſi- 
neſs of Huſbandry the moſt Profitable and. 
the moſt Happy: and will, in good ear- 

neſt, find it advantageous to convert the 
inſtruments of war into the uten/ils of huſ- 
bandry. 

When the 88 of National Proviſi- 
on and of the Neceſſaries of life produci- 
ble in any Nation become inſufficient far 
the inhabitants of that Nation; Neve . 4; | 

time for Emigration to take place. For 
_ thereafter leaning to Inventions, Manu- 
_ = cafatares,. C Chwmerw, Cunning, Contri- 
vances, Scheming, &c. only increaſes the 
general quantum of labour, — gives riſe to 
Unneceſſary, and Luxurious Employ- 
ments, —gives the knowing and the M. 
metical Part the advantage of enſlaving 
the reſt, and ultimately ent wiſte the whole 
into miſery. SD 
If, after Agriculture has 3 its ut- 


molt in a populous Nation, aeg 
| ſhall. 
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ſhall be found neceſſary: it is proper that 
they ſnould take place in a peaceable way, 
either by previouſly ſearching out Parts ut- 
terly uninhabited and uncultivated ; a great 
deal of which are perhaps on the face of the 
Earth undiſcovered yet; or by removing 
to Parts thinly inhabited, ſubſequent. to 
Contract and Agreement with the Natives 
and Proprietors. This can be done with- 
out the force of Arms; but violently to 
diſpoſſeſs the Natives, indeed, cannot. 
Neither 'can the Settlements, originally 
uſurped by violence, be preferved without 
force of Arms. Such violently intruding 
Emigrants cannot live happy: for they 
and their deſcendants are in danger from 
ſuch of the Natives as. remain. It is to 
beſuppoſed thoſe Natives, by tradition will 
hand down from generation to generation 
the Hiſtory of unjuſt uſurpation, and will 
always be watching an opportunity of re- 
dreſs. —But peaceable Emigration would 
not be ſubjected to this perpetual miſery. 
Quiet Emigrants, would have no occaſion 
for continual ſupplies of ' defence from 
their own Native Country. Had Emi- 


grants, in former times. removed in this 


Chriſtian manner, they would have ſaved 
themſelves, their deſcendants and their 
TS, | Native 


| 

: 

| 

j 

| 

| 

| - 


introduction of general Convenience. 
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Native Country a deal uf Trouble and 
Expence. 

To make war on dhe e of pro- 
viding againſt too great a multiplication 
of inhabitants, is therefore not only un- 
neceſſary but it is a Cannibal practice: for 
in both caſes mem ate killed for the ſake 
of furniſhing proviſion to the Survivors. 
The only difference is this, that in the 


one & the Sufferers ſee and know the 


plain Reaſon why: in the other they are 
taken to the ſlaughter field not perceiving 
the true Intention. 

An European Nation may fay, ſuch. a 
Settlement or ſuch an Iſland abroad is Ours 


hut what Ours is it? whoſe is it? Can 


an European (except he has. purchaſed 


part of it) ſpecify. the portion of it that is 


bis-?—If-he were to go to that, Iſland, 

aps the Poſſeſſors of it would think 
him 8 if he ſaid that ſix yards of 
it were his. Theſe fettlements „ 
uſurped by violence, and without right 
called proper are a Phantom. If they 
pay taxes they need ſuch Drawbacks eve- 
ry now and then, by warlike expenditures, 
in taking, retaking and defending them. 
—Peace and Liberty bid faireſt for. the 


Man 


hs | - 
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Man is (aid to be a rational Creature 
it is ſaid that he is poſſeſſed of an endow- 
ment which other Creatures are not— his 
Reason. If he has it and does not uſe 
it, what better is he for it ?—nay, if he 
has it, and uſes it to bad purpoſes ; he is 
the worſe for it; ingeniouſly depreſſing 
his Character below the Brute of the field. 
A beaſt that wants diſcourſe of Reaſon 
will kill another of the ſame ſpecies, on 
the ſpur of paſſionate impulſe. But beaſts 
of the ſame fpecies are feldom guilty of 
killing one another on the motive of Cold 
Deſign.— Wolves will deſtroy other ani- 
mals: Lions will tear other Creatures: 
but who ever ſaw even Lions, or the fier- 
ceſt of wild beaſts drawn up in previouſly 
planned battle order to deſtroy one another 7” 
Oxen are ſagacious animals; but when 
did we ſee them forming conſpiracies” 
amongft one another ; with premeditated 
reſolution orderly taking the lives from 
one another ?— No, this a degree of Re- 
finement, Civilization and Politeneſs re- 
ſerved for ' reaſonable man /—that noble 
Creature who poſſeſſes feelings humane 
and merciful.— His feelings are calculated 
for ſuch ingenious contrivances; for 
it would ſhock the feelings of any 

dat "TANF. 
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other creature to think of them.—Man 
applies his reaſon in arts, by heaven never 
taught, ingeniouſly to make gun- powder 
to caſt cannon — to make curious inſtru- 
ments called muſkets and bomb-ſhells, 
and to contrive other artificial and ſcienti- 
fic Machines, for deſtroying that wonder- 
ful machinery, that noble handy-work 
of GOD, the human body— | 
How ridiculous is it that one Part of man- 
kind cannot agree with the other; and 
that Part of a Nation, from their conten- 
tious diſpoſition, put themſelves to the 
trouble of toiling and labouring to ſupport 
Sixty or ſeventy thouſand men, to travel 
about by land and by water under the 
Character of Soldiers and Marines !— 
Who toils for the beef, the Cheeſe, the 
flour and proviſions which they conſume ? 
| — Who toils for the Cloaths they wear? 
 —Who toils for the Victuals neceſſary to 
| Carpenters of ſhips of war, Rope- makers, 
Gun makers, Powder makers, ſail wea- 
vers, bullet founders, &c. &c. &c? 
The Earth is a Pleaſant one, capable 
of furniſhing all it's inhabitants with every 
thing Neceſlary ; if they-could only agree 
about it among themſelves ; That amidſt 
all their Sciences; Arts and Inventions, 
wy 


— 
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they cannot effect this agreement, or ra- 


ther that they will not conſent to it, is 
exceedingly aſtoniſhing: Is it not? 


If there be in Britain a man ſo cruel as 


to delight in the bloodſhed of his fellow- 


creatures; him perhaps my ſentiments 
will offend—let him oppoſe them. If 


there be in Europe Individuals who live 
and breed in the Excreſences of States, 


whoſe temporal intereſts are retrenched by 


Peace and advanced by war; them, no 
doubt, my opinions will offend ; let them 
oppole me !—If there be in Europe a 
monſter that laughs at calamity and mocks 


at the miſery of mankind - to him Peace 


will not be acceptable; let him oppoſe it. 


If there be in Europe a man, who with- 
out horror, could behold the monſters of 


the Deep devouring Human Carcaſes, and 
the fiſnes that he eats fattening themſelves 


with the Entrails of his brother - Let 
ſuch a man glory in war and rejoice at the 


ſound of the trampet.---If there be in 


Chriſtendom a wretch, who with plea- 


ſure could behold the ocean reddened with 


the blood of his friends---could unmoved 
ſee the air darkened with heads, limbs, 
arms, feet, trembling living portions of 
human bodies---bodies wanting heads at- 
dnt ARR | od _ tempting. 
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tempting to n wanting bodies 
making to move---tongues wanting jaws 
attempting to ſay * Lord have mercy ” 
and cannot---eyes once glancing with 
mirth, now looking for limbs and they are 
noel--- Ears, which were once ſoothed 
with the fond words of a father, now, 
hearing the laſt conſolation of a brother 
ſoldier, ** ſtab him in the breaſt and put 
him out of pain”---the brow, which the 
kind mother toiled hard to rear, and would 
have thought offended by the ſcratch of a 
pin, now knocked with the butt of a 
muſket, in kindneſs to diſlodge a ſtrug- 
ling ſoul---Let the wretch, whoſe un- 
—.— ſoul receives a temporary abate- 
ment of its pain, by moving the wheels 


of miſchief, join Spirits of a ſimilar mould 


and ſtand a friend to war.--- 
I forbear to mention the miſery of chil- 
dren rendered fatherleſs---the lamentation 


and bitter woe which tear the fouls of 


mourning mothers made childleſs and the 
diſtreſs of wives by war made deſtitute and 
diſconſolate widows.---were the horrors 
of a ſingle battle deſcribed, the deſcripti- 
on would effectually ſpeak to every foul 

whoſe feelings are not beyond recovery 


callous.---It is an eaſy matter to raiſe war; 


"OY but 
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but it is not ſo eaſy to ſay from whoſe 
hands the blood of thofe ſlain in it ſhall 
be required at the laſt day.--I leave it to 
the judicious to enquire whether or not a 
ſoul, ſuddenly diſpatched from this world 


in the field of battle, and inflamed and 
twiſted up into a Spirit of Revenge, Mut- 


der and mifanthropic Deſtruction, can ap- 
per in graceful apparel before the Tribunal 
of a Pure and Peace-commanding GOD: 

War has been a ſabtile Scheme ro- ag- 
grandize a Few, upon the deſtruction of 


oppreſſion of the other. 

It has often been nothing but the Pimp 
of Avarice, the blaſts of Pride in Power 
and the Claws of infatiable Ambition--- 
the Revenge-Tool not only of private in- 
juries ; but of trifling perſonal affronts--- 
often have Multitudes been wantonly de- 
ſtroyed to gratify the childiſh humours of 
Individuals---and the horrible miſeries of 


one part of the People, and the laſting. 


war have been unfeelingly made the Great 


Tragedy of amuſement.--- 


1q 


Peace is ſurely a deſirable thing; and 1 
dare ſay there are many who will ſay that 


Univerſal Peace among all Nations is 
much to be wiſhed for ; but it has ſuch a 
caſt of improbability, that I believe it 


3 H 2 diſheartens 


my 


— 
— 
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. Soine iar art. (er, peace, takes 
them apprehend it impoffible and conſe- 
quently chokes their endeavours to (et 
about effecting it. This deſpair prevents 
the uſing means, and nips in the bud eve- 
ry exertion, He who, by the ſtrength of 
imagination, when indiſpoſed, perſuades 
himſelf that he is aſſuredly about to die, 


and in deſpair, obſtinately refuſes Medi- 


cine and Victuals, is not on a fair way to 
recover. A man who deſpairs of Salvati- 
on deprives himſelf of the benefit of Re- 
pentance, and therefore looks upon it as 
unneceſſary. Deſpair is a very bad thing, 


With regard to univerſal Peace we have 


, "4 


no ground of deſpair. We have ſeen 
things apparently incredible and ſeeming]y 
impoſſible come to paſs.---We haveheard 
that great Empires have fallen and little 
ones have riſen up.--- We have heard of 
the change of Faſhions and Cuſtoms and 
Manners. The ancient Romans, in the 
Time of Rome's Glory, would no doubt 
think it impoſſible that ever the worſhip 
of Lucifer and Juno ſhould, be diſcontinu- 
ed, and incredible that their Oracle: 
| ſhould ever be ſhut up in ſilence. The 
Golpet. has 1 brought great Won- 


ders 
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ders to paſs, and will, n doubt, bring 
more to pals. 
There was a time, and not very far 
back, when England, Scotland and Ire- 
land broiled in almoſt incefſant Wars a= 
gainſt each other. Well; theſe” things 
are done away: and walls and Forts, 
which the contentious ſpirit of our anceſ- 
tors put them to the trouble and expence 
of erecting, are become Unneceffary; W 
ſee the walls of Cities and Town” ulle 
down, and their materials converted into 
more uſeful purpoſes. Strong old Gates 
taken down, and batteries levelled into 
gardens. And a town can now be built 
without walls, which warrung-fathers 
would have thought a very fooliſh 
thing. There was a time when a few 
Counties were a kind of Kingdom, both 
in Scotland and England: ind the Inha- 


bitants of thoſe little Kingdoms huge- , 


ly warred with their Neighbours about. 
their Balances of Power, Dignities, Pro- 
perties, Land Marks and other ſubtile 


preterices, which they had for keeping . 


one another in 1 PETPE pech miſchief. —N 
built their Caſtles and their towers in va- 
rious patts ef the Country, and crept into 
| them when they were a Tepe 
H 3 are 


\ 


* 


as much doubted the 
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are many of theſe heptarchial and feudal 
_ Caſtles in Britain to this day ; which are 
become unneceſſary, by the adoption of 
better Order. The inhabitants of Britain, 
in thoſe days, thought their Policies non- 
ſuch, and if one had told them that there 
was a poſſibility of BETTER ORDER, 
and that the time would come when the 
ſtones of their Walls would be built into 
dwelling-houſes and their Ramparts level- 
led into Orchards, perhaps they would have 
poſſibility of it as 
many at preſent doubt the poſſibility of 
effecting better order than we have yet.— 
Prophecies formerly unbelieved have 
been fulfilled ; and prophecies, preſently 
thought incredible, /' be fulfilled. In- 


ſtead of having any ground to deſpair of 


univerſal Peace, we have ground to think 
that it wILL come to paſs. It was ſaid 


by one of God's prophets that Tux 
EARTH SHALL BE FULL OF THE KNOW - 


LEDGE OF THE LORD AS THE WATERS 
COVER THE SEA * It was allo faid, 
They ſhall beat their Swor ps into Pl Ou n- 
SHARES, and their 8PEARs into PRUNING= 
Hooks: Nation ſhall not lift up ſword 


againſt Nation 3 NEITHER SHALL THEY 


| LEARN 
| B. 11. 95 | 74 
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LEARN WAR ANY MORE *“ Then may the 
People ſay, Come and ſee the Works 
% of the Lord, what Marvellous things he 
« hath done upon Earth, he maketh Wars 
« to ceaſe unto the end of the earth.” — 
Then may the peaceable poſſeſſors of the 
earth ſee the accompliſhment of that ſay- 
ing reſpecting the Prince of Peace. The 


« Gentiles ſhall come to THEE from the 


« Ends of the Earth, and ſhall ſay, ſure- 
4e ly our. Fathers have inherited Lies, Va- 
« nity. and Things wherein there is no 
% profit.” Theſe and many other Pro- 
phecies leave no ground for deſpairing of 
Peace happening among ALL NATIONS. 
If we even ſhould be ſtubborn, as the 
ancient Jews, and ſhut our ears againſt 
Prophecies, what ground is there to deſ- 
pair that mankind will ever bring them- 
ſelves into ORDER ? Since war is an 
Evil and a Vice, which the Precepts of 
CnRISs learn us to live without, Why 
ſhould we deſpair of ever being able to 
lay this Evil ase f— We have already 
learned to lay aſide ſome Public and pri- 
vate Evils, and may we not learn to di- 
veſt ourſelves of others ?—May we not, 


» * a 
N . As 46. 
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according to the previous citation continue 


gradually to find out that “ Surely our fa- 
thers have inherited hes, vanity and Things 
wherein there is no profit. — As the 


knowledge of JEsUS CHxIsT and of his 


PEACEABLE DOCTKINES advances, there 


is ground to hope that the period will 


come when war, that Monſter of Deſo- 
lation ſhall hide its head aſhamed, and be 
diſcovered to be“ vanity and a cruel 
« Thing, in which there is no profit :” and 
that the truly civilized - Generations of 


mankind, in future times, ſhall look back 


on the bloody folly of their Progenitors 
with deteſtation, and will read the biſtory 
of their Wars with as much abhorrence as 
we read the hiſtory of Perſecutions and 
Martyrdom. In theſe happy days to come, 
men will find out the uſefulneſs of the ſay- 
ing of our Saviour Blefſed ARE THE 
POOR in SPIRIT for THEIR's is the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” They will come 
to know, that, whatever reproachtul 
Names the Ages of Paganiſm have artful- 
ly, for the purpoſes of war, attached to 
this kind of Spirit, it is a ſpirit quite op- 
polite to that which twiſts up the minds 
of men to ſuch a degree of rigid barbarity 
ag to make them kill one another, when 
as | the 
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the warlike Courſes of mortals ſhall be 
mouldered into duſt, that peace-inclined 
and Gaſpel-trained Race, who ruling 
themſelves by the laws of the Prince of 
Peace, ſhall poſſeſs the earth, will then 
ſee the meaning of that ſaying of their 
Lawgiver, ** Bleſſed are the MEEK for 
THEY ſhall INHERIT the EARTH.” 
Contentious and warlike Generations, one 
after another, for ſeveral thouſand years, 
have poſſeſſed and occupied the Earth. 
How long the poſſeſſion of it will yet 
continue in the hands of the Cruel and 
Revengeful, I know not: but when the 
Belligerent Courſes ſhall be gone; ſure 
enough the Meek and Peaceable ſhall then 
be HEIRS of the Earth; and ſhall “ de- 
light themſelves in the abundance of 
Peace, and violence ſhall no more be 
heard in their Land, waſting nor deſolati- 
on within their borders” 15s 
Me need not ſuppoſe that theſe Events 
will take place without Means uſed for 
that purpoſe— It is in vain to think that 
War will ceaſe until men lay it aſide and 
- ceaſe from Fighting. And it is not pro- 
bable that they will give it up until they 
be convinced that it is an Error. If pro- 
per 3 be uſed for uſhering in Uni- 
oo  verſal 
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verſal peace among Nations, I apprehend 
that the difficulty of accompliſhing it will 
not be ſo great as one would imagine. It 
appears to me to be eaſier to effectuate 
National Peace between Bodies of rational 
creatures acting collectively than to pre- 
vent quarrels betwixt contentious Indivi- 
duals. - When men act co/leFrvely, their 
Joint Reaſon ſhould approach nearer to 
True Reaſon, and reſiſt the ſpur of im- 
mediate impulſe more effectually, than the 
Underſtanding of quarreling Individuals in 
a country village. If you afk me who are 
to attempt to convince the World of the 
Criminality of War. I anſwer, it falls to 
be the buſineſs of the Chriſtians, 
The Eſtabliſhment of Peace among all 
the Nations of the Earth is effectible by 
the Confent of the Inhabitants of the 
Earth.— All that is wanted 1s their Conſent 
to be at peace Swords will not riſe. up 
and fight themſelves: if men can can on- 
ly be Pert . everlaſtingly to lay them 
down. Oaly this PERSUASION is 
wanting, for the accompliſhment of which 
I ſhall propoſe the following Meaſures, 
aàãs a Supplement to the PLAns by attention 


diſcoverable from the HinTs which I 
have already given. 


L Permit 
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I. Permit me, earneſtly to entreat the 
Inhabitants in general of thoſe Lands 
where the Chriſtian Religion has been be- 
lieved in, that they endeavour to learn to 
carry into Practice the Laws of Jesus, 
which have GOOD WILL tor their ex- 
ecutive Power—Love and Liberty as the 
Guardians of ORDER —That the plead- 
ed neceſſity of War for the ſuppreſſion of 
Internal Commotions and the Enforce» 
ment of Gentile Laws may be done away; 
I beſeech the People called Chriſtians ta 
learn to Live without the chains of Com- 
pulfive Laws which require Terror, Pun- 
iſhment and the Strength of Warlike 
Power to Back and Enforce them. For 
if any Nation can learn to live peaceably 
among themſelves. without Human Laws, 
without inteſtine diſturbances; War the 
Protection of the former and the Inſtru- 
ment uſed for ſuppreſſing the latter, will 
be rendered an unneceſſary machine at 
home or within that Nation. | 
II. For this purpoſe I take the liberty 
to implore thole called the Miniſters and 
Preachers of the Goſpel to uſe their ut- 
moſt influence in preventing Quarrels and 
Law Suits among the People, and to ſhew 
them in plain language that Law Suits / 
1 | | | | are 


* 
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are UNCHRISTIAN=— to teach them 
forgiveneſs in caſes of injury, patience in 
caſes of offence, and the Practice of thoſe 
- Good Works reſpecting G1ivinNG and 
LENDING, &c. which exceed the bounds 
of either Gentile or Pharifaical Righteouſ- 
neſs or Juſtice Inſtead of the tremulouſly 
cautious, penurious and inactive Prudence 
talk'd of by ancient Schoolmaſters, the 
Teacher of the Goſpel will find it uſeful 
to inſert the unſhackled Dictates of BRO- 
THERLY LOVE.—In place of Hea- 
then ſortitude to recommend goſpel hu- 
mility and poverty of Spirit; that men 
may be led-into the eaſy, evangelic Art of 
avoiding a breach of the Laws of Moſes, 
and of living without the aid of Laws 
contrived by men far leſs warranted from 
heaven in their legiſlation than him.— 
That the EASY YORKE, ” the Laws 
which gently link people voluntarily to- 
gether by Practical FRIENDSHIP, may 
be really uſed.” And it may be depended 
upon that when univerſally uſed they will 
univerſally render unneceſſary and aboliſh 
every burdenſome and by-heaven-unwars 
ranted "yoke. ST OT Lo F395 
As Univerſal Peace is an important af- 
fair, I hope that Miniſters and Preachers of 
„ „er 
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every. Denomination and-Party will agree. 
to join in doing their utmoſt to bring it“ 
about, I would therefore humbly pꝓropoſe 
that CIRCULAR LETTERS be printed, 
reſpecting the Abolition of War, and diſ- 
perſed throughout Chriſtendom, to Ca- 
tholics, Lutherans, Methodiſts, Calvi- 
niſts and every other Party and deſcription. | 
of people called Chriſtians. The letters to 

be addreſſed to the Clergy of each Deno- 
mination, and to thoſe who may he 0 

thought to have the moſt influence... 
flatter” myſelf that they will all ſo far 


judice as to agree. to ſet their ſhoulders 
unitedly to the wheel and uſe ſuch means 
as are in their power for accompliſhing 


long prayed for. exerting themſelves like 
endeavouring to p EHSWu ADE the People, 
another; and conſcientiouſly. and unde- 
ceivingly informing them that Forgive- 

neſs and the ſacrifice of operty for 
the ſake of Peace is the Spirit of 

the Goſpel, and the Command of the 


I 


14 1 


diveſt themſelyes of Religious Party pre- 


faithful Watchmen on Zion's walls, bß 


particularly thoſe ig «feng the power 
of raiſing war, To have Peace with one 


Meſhah,—The united and cotemporary/ , / 3 
n 1 Exertions 
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2 exertions of the lifters: of the word in 

France, Britain, Ireland, Italy, Spain, 
PViortugel, Germany, Pruflia, | Holland, 
Denmark; Sweden, Norway, ' Huff, Po. | 
land, America and: the S tehemunecth the 
| Eaftand weſt Indies and other parts of 
the Earth where Chriſtianity: has beet ad- 
mitted the united and faithful endea- 
vours of the Chriſtian Clergy in theſe parts 
of the earth would: be of conſiderable 
weight in perſuading the People of Chriſ- 
1 to ceaſe: from eee ano- 
r 

For how can tho people know: hit + is 
Error and what is not error hat is chriſ- 
tian and what is unchriſtian èexeept they 
be told it? Many a poor woman's ſom ig- 
noraati; runs himſelf into tie buſineſs of 

why ?' why, becauſe he hae been delu- 


400 to think that hen get as ſtr raight- to 
heaven in that line as in any other O. ig- 


0 » norance, too long haſt thou overglouded 


the Nations — prepare now thyſelf for fliglit 
and expulſion; fer light is approaching 
with uncommon brightneſs and the times 
* Refreſhing draw nigh.— 

III. 1;would propoſe a CORRESPON- 
"DENCE by Circular Letters to all the 


| Vniverbtics, Colleges and * of Edu- 
' cation 


*% 
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batiem in Ouriſtendom he combined 4 

and entemporary Exertions of the Proſei- 

uns and Teachers in the forementioned _ 
Nations cc. to infuſe into the minds of 
the Youth:the Principles: of Chriſtiane ß, 

and Peace would be attended with in- 
_ .credible;Succeſs, The Spirit of Revenge 
and of Blaodſhed being 3 and d 
icountenanced at theſe Fountain heads 
"would gradually. ceaſe to overwhelm the 
Earth, and Chriſtianity world be allbwad 
40 fear its:ipeace-inflyencing branches - ; 
bove the 3orrents of Confuſon. | 
_ Agha opinion, hag Bake and ©. 
2 8 tending. to corrußt the minds 
of Man bind by ioflaming them into the | 
Spirit .of Revenge, Pride and of mailacre- 65 
ing dune another, be diſcountenanceii, and 

the uſe of them Aiſcontinued in Univerſi- 
| ties, Colleges, Schools and all Seminiaries - 

_ -of learning: and that Parents and Guar- 
dians as wiſh well to thoſe under 
their gate and to the peace of the Human 
| Race, Qiſcountenance and do their endea- 

- vour-t0 prevent the minds and Souls of 
path from being poiſoned by reading ſuoh 

Books as deluſively attempt to inſinuate 
the attachment of Bono to ferocious at- 

* and occupations which in re- 

ict "MT | "SAY 
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. ; Tality; are withed and enotmouſly criminal, 
Books of Chivalry, Knight-Errantry and 
Heathen Publications, ſuch as Quintus 
Curtius and other Heathen productions 
which hold up the Spirit of Revenge as glo- 
rious and honourable and paint in a favour- 
able light Pagan Monſters of Deſtruction, 
who gloried in Bloodſhed and like the in- 
fernal Spirits, rejoiced in the miſery of 

| Aang Some Latin Books compoſed 
by the ancient Romans who were Hea- 
-thens-are not only ſtuffed with revenge 
exciting and war-inſpiring principles, but 
they are replete with ſuch ingredients as 


imperceptibly tinge the mind into a hea- 
then dye. The debauching, revengeful 


and Pride-inſpiring Doctrines of certain 
Heathen authors are exceedingly! dange- 
tous. The ancient Romans were very ca- 
pable to repreſent the moſt ſhocking 
Crimes under charming and. amiable co- 
lours; and hence the ſnare has. been the 
more ſucceſsſul. But the greateſt danger 
has been concealed where it is moſt diffi- 
cult to diſcern: it; that is, in their morali- 
ty. Their Syſtem. of morality approaches 
ſo near to the natural ideas of Right and 
wrong, that it has unfortunately continued 
A as a a ſufficient directory of Life and Man- 
A A ners. — 
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ners. Heathen Politicks, Heathen Laws, 
Heathen Proverbs, Heathen Mottos, &c. 
adopted and admired by many Nations at 
preſent called Chriſtians, are a melancholy 
proof of the truth of this obſervation. 
And the almoſt univerſal eſteem paid to 
Heathen Authors. has been a mighty im- 
pediment to the introduction of the Prac- 
tice of Chriſtianity, the principles of 
which cannot but be eſſentially different 
from thoſe who. were totally unacquainted 
with the true GOD.—The flowery Scenes 
of deceit in heathen authors, have too, too 
long drawn. off the Public eſteem and at- 
tention-from the plain and valuable dic- 
tates of Truth.—By the Wars, Con- 
queſts and extenſive Empire of the Ro- 
mans,. their Laws, their Morals, their 
Cuſtoms and. their Language over-run the 
Nations. And deſpiſed Chriſtianity | has 
been and is-ſhuffled out and kept under by 
the over-powering ang unaboliſhed frag- 
ments of Heatheniſm. Their Empire, 
erected by war has fallen; and that Ad- 
miration and Approbation of the abomina-- 
ble Remains of it may ceaſe, is an Event 
neceſſary in raiſing and eſtabliſhing the 
peacetul Empire of Emmanuel, 
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they founded on that ſaying, © How can 
YE BELIEVE who receive HONOR one 


WHOLE, as the whole is compoſed of 


| — They ſpeak, for inſtance, to the Chief 


the Chief mover of, it on the other Part, 
' faying, *© Have Peace with one another.“ 
They ſpeak to the Manager, the Gene- 
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V. I wiſh it to be enquired into, whe: 
the T-tl-s of H-n-r*be conſiſtent with or 
repugnant to the Nature of the Chriſtian 
Syſtem ? For what purpoſe and by what 
authority have they been inſtituted ? Are 


of another? *#—The words, * one of 
another, tho ſeemingly narrow in their 
extent, a e comprehenſive enough to de- 
eide the queſtion from one end of the 
Earth to the other. They are directed to 
Individuals and therefore include the 


Individuals.— They are of the fame exten- 
five nature as in the fentence, “ Have 
Peace with one another, which ſpeaks 
to one peaks to another—ſpeaks to eve- 
ry individual and therefore to the Whole 


Mover of the war on the one Part, and to 


ral or the Admiral on the one part and the 
General or Admiral on the other, ſaying, 
„Have Peace one with another.” — T hey 
ſpeak to the common ſoldier on the one 
ſide, and to his antagoniſt of the other at- 
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my who are preparing to kill one another 
—To each the command is, Have 
Peace one with another —In the ſame 
manner as obedience to this command 
would and will totally and radically aboliſh 
War; in like manner will, that reſpecting 
Conference, Reception and Creation of 
Honor according to the Gentile idea, gra- 
dually teach men to find out the impropri- 
ety of making, and conſequently will totally 
diſcharge and fairly put to flight the airy 
and imaginary: Idol, Honor, the great Pa- 
rent of Pride. —Preachers often talk a- 
bout the Honors and Riches of this world 
as deceitful and full of Temptation. —If 
men are convinced that Honor according 
the Gentile idea i is a bad thing, tending to 
affix imaginary Elevations to one part, and 
conſequently Depreſſions to the other, 
and, of Courſe to give birth to Contempt 
from above and Envy from. below, &c. 
and to break the Cord of familiarity ; let 
them go at once to the root of the matter, 
and have it fairly aboliſhed by ceaſing to 
receive it and ceaſing to create it. And 
then there will be an end ot it and of every 
Vice and Temptation ariſing from it. | 
VI. I muſt beg a favour of Printers. - 
There i is not a. buſineſs in the world more 
| capable 
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capable of doing much good or much e- 
vil than the buſineſs of a letter-preſs Prin- 
tet. — What is printed is of exrenſive in- 
fluence,, whether it tend to reform or 
corrupt mankind.. It has à probability to 
reach a multtu te of Ears, and not only 
in the preſent but in luccceding Genera- 
tions. And tas Printing is an Action, and 
one of the moſt diffuſive kind in the 
world, a Printer acts in. a moſt extenſive 
Department, Whether he acts as a Friend 
or as an Enemy to the Illumination and 
happineſs of his fellow creatures If he 
prints what does evil he is like a Father 
of iniquity—if he prints what expells ig- 
norance and does Good, his reward will 
moſt probably be great. Printers ate like 

Card- makers. Both have much in their 
Power. Were there no Card-makers, it 
would ſave a deal of ſermons againſt Card- 
playing and would fnaliyj put an end to 
gaming with them. Were not books in- 
ſpiring the ſpirit of Revenge printed, it 
would fave the danger. of Reading them, 
and would ſtop ſo much of the ſpirit of 
Revenge as is derived from that fountain 
| head; I would therefore ſuggeſt to Prin- 
ters that they ſtand in a moſt precarious 

Mation, and I. would intreat, them to be 
ice | cautious. 
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cautious: not to loſe their own ſouls for 
the ſake of the Penny. I friendly ſuggeſt 
to them what others will not beat the 
trouble to remind them of, that by either 
Printing or Reprinting books or pamphlets 
containing principles oppoſite. or hurtful 
to Chriſtianity, they at a ſtroke endanger 


mong the reſt—ſeeing that thoſe unborn 
may ſuck from ſuch publications the Poi- 
ſon of their deception and error. Had 

there never been any images made there 


bipped'* and if no bad books were printed 
no bad books, excepting manuſcripts, 
would be read.— The Printers of News- 
papers have formerly been exceedingly 
active in keeping up the Spirit of Nati- 
onal Prejudice, and, under the pretence 
of keeping up what has been called thbe 
Spirit of; the. Nation, which is the Spirit 
of Revenge; they have falſely repreſented 
he Inhabitants of all ether Nations, ex- - 
ept that wherein they dwelt, as Bug- 
bears: and have thereby rouzed the igno- 
ant and credulous to equip themſelves to 
deſtroy their unjuſtly - defamed Neigh- 
ours. — This Play has been induſtriouſſy 
*pt up betwixt one Nation and another 


the ſouls of Thouſands and their own a- 


would never have been any images wor- 
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by dhe inſtrumentality of! and mifropte- 
ſegtations oxhibited ia Ne wſpapers. They 
Wave been he Devil's hand- bills cof Con- 
tention, inclining us on wah oecafions to 
eonclude ourſelves in the Night and other 
Nations in the Wrong. These ahannek 
Of rife have been also open ito paur 
„ Into the minds ef the Nation ucherein 
__ _ . they have been puhliſhed -a bad idea af 
other Nations; aud to en lude, 2s it were, 
the very thoughts or pefibity of the Err 
Aying at home on any octaſion-. For in- 
Nance, have differences happened betwixt 
Britain and France: Our Engliſh Paper 
have immediasely ſet to w ito'inflane 
us ggainſt France? and by a thouſand 
well framed miſrepreſentatlons and anoni- 
mous extracts, have informed us of th: 
great injuſtice— the great deceit und the 
great cruelty of the French ; fo that they 
Would make one, who is weak enough t 
Judge without knowing the trus ſtate d 
the caſe, ready to cut the heads uff the 
Meſficurs Without hearing their Reply— 
before hearing their anſwer to this Hog 
TComplaint.— French Newſmongets hat 
been ready at work in the ſame kind d 
- employment, proclaiming, from Calais t0 
Marſeilles—the Pride — the Ambition 
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and In jactive of thi Engliſh; 
he:Frenchnan to lay afide his Po- 
ES N omanity 
ſelf Wit Revenge: inſomuch that, in- 
ſtead of begging Pardon ſor inadvertently; 
touching an Engliſhman's toe, he is ready: 
to pieree him to thetheart without making 
a-fingle ſcrape to apologize for it. 7 
Thus one Nation tell their: one 
way: anvther tell theirs another way n; 
like a ſchool-boy, who, complaining: to 


— Craclt 


the maſter of his play- fellow, always for“ 


gets to tell his oπαA“¾faults: or like an old 
woman aftet a ſcuffle with her neighbour, 15 


in clamourgus outcry complaining to a 


uſtice of the Peace, making her oww 

fide bf the queſtion all ianbcenes and pa- 
tience; when perhaps in reality herſelf 
was the Offender: and Aggreſſor: 

Thoſe Newſpaper” 
acted in this manner have been National 
Buh bodies; the gratid Sowers of Difſenti- 
on the friends'of Revenge, the'ptefervers 
of: Prejudice and the Advocates of Miſ- 
anthiropy. They have been like the 


Soribes and Phariſees: of old; they harre 


laid heavy 'bardens® on? mens ſhoulders::: 
but themſelves: have not touched theny 
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WHY up the TOY to fight out . 
e which they and their 8UB- 
- ORNERS for ſelf intereſted purpoles had 
_ ſtirred up—and have curibuſly comforted 
the people, now and then, by telling 
them how many hundreds and thouſands 
of the Enemy have been killed and 
Wounded— what a mighty conſolation to 
a Chriſtian mind! Or rather what an in- 
ſult on the Chriſtian Spirit of the people 
What an inſult on their attachment to 
the Chriſtian Rules! It is talking to the 
People as old folks talk to infants—-It is 
_ ſaying to this purpoſe; Countrymen, you, 
by being Chriſtians, have | profeſſed to 
wiſh well to your Enemies to do good 
to them that hate you and not to rejoice 
in the downfall of any man: nevertheleſs 
we underſtand that you ſtill continue to be 
gratified with the accounts of your Neigh- 
bours Calamity ; we therefore, knowing 
your weakneſs, give you the Pleaſure to 


inform you. that, a Society of gur fellow 


creatures have ſuſtained; a moſt enormous 
calamity —iuch a number have been ſlain 


L —ſuch a number have been taken by our 


armies and the reſt are at preſent 1 in a ſtate 

of the utmoſt confuſion and milery ! !— 
8 but 24 pleaſure to a mind truly 
| Run 
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Chriſtian to hear of the deſtruction of his a 
fellow creatures, Whether they be his 
Country men or not. PEI 

Ye Editors of Newſpapers, now more 
enlightened than your miſchief- making 
predeceſſors, let me humbly intreat you 
to turn the tables. — As thoſe, who have 
been before you, have loaded their ſouls 
with blood guiltineſs, in a heinous de- 
gree, by ſetting Nations at Variance with 
one another; Do you aim at the Bleſſing 
promiſed to the Peace makers. And, in 
the true Character of peace makers, re- 
preſent foreign Nations in a favourable 
view, and rather attempt to turn the eye 
of the Nation, whereof ye are members, 
to the important buſineſs of NATION- 
AL SELF-EXAMINATION. If you 
only ſtand up advocates for Univerſal 
Peace, your influence is fo great and ex- 
tenſive, that you have the opportunity of 
being Agents eminently glorious in uſſer- 
ing in the Meſſiah's Reign, and the hap- . 
pineſs of the human Race; and you have 3 
the Power of ſecuring to yourſelves ever- 
laſting Crowns of Glory, as your reward 
for ſo doing Communicate therefore your 
Reſolutions to each other to engage in this 
Grand Undertaking unitedly and jointly - 
e K dot 
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not only over Chriſtendom but wherever a 
printing-Preſs is to be found. 
I invoke alſo the aid of the Publiſhers 
of Magazines and the Editors of all other 
Periodical Publications. And'I hope that 
they will lend their Country and the Hu- 
man Race their aſſiſtance in the farther 
crvilization of mankind and particularly in 
the abolition of War that greateſt of all 
mcruuities. I implore the concurrence of 
all who can either Speak or Write, or 
Print, at ofice to lift up their zealous and 
peace-tempered endeavours to effect the 
Noble Reconciliation of Adam's lament- 
ably miſerable and ſtrife-poiſoned family, 
To ſpeak in favour of Peace is in the 
power of all who can ſpeak. And even 
the meaneſt of the people may do much 
ſervice in this way. To ſee wickedneſs and 
' *conlent is like a ſilent approbation of it. 
VII. 1 take' the liberty to ſay ſome- 
thing by way of friendly advice to thoſe 
employed in the manufacture of death- 
bringing and Warlike Inſtruments; Gun- 
Makers, Piſtol-makers, Cannon-Found- 
ers, Bullet-Founders, Bow- Makers, Spear 
Makers, Sword- Makers, Gun-Powder- 
Manufacturers, &c.—Thelſe work in Arts 
by Heaven neither taught nor r authorized. 
|  —[10W 
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— How far their Works will follow them 
in the next world, and how far they will 
be found culpable for the deſtructive na- 
ture of their Labour, I know not.— They 
make their bread by it: ſo did the Sorce- 
8 rers by their buſipeſs.— They make a live- 
by it: ſo does the Highwayman (fome- 
times their creature by his occupation. 
People who work in the above mentio- 
ned Arts are the CREATORS of deſtruc- 
tion.— They cannot fail to know that the 
works of their hands tend avowedly to 
Death. Could the making of the Inſtru- 
ments and Machines of War be diſconti- 
med; Fighting would not carry ſuch a 
deceitful glance of Greatneſs in it.— I beg 
the Friends of the P:ince of Peace not to 
meddle with ſuch Employments : and if 
they be his Friends I am ſure they will 
not. | 
= VIII. I beg a Diſcontinuance of the 
W Exportation of Gun-Powder and other 
warlike Inſtruments from the Ports of the 
Nations called Chriſtian : In place of teach- 
ing the Inhabitants of Foreign Parts the 
Art of War, and in place of furniſhing 
them with the Inſtruments of Death and 
Diſſenſion in place of this fiery and hell- 
reſembling traffic, I would implore the 
| K 2 attention 
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attention of Europe to the Propagation of 
the Goſpel. —Would not the Exportation 
of Publications to diſpel the People's ig- 
norance and make them happy, be more 
in the line of Friendſhip, than conveying 
to them in multitudes of Pozwder gs, the 
ſulphureous Combuſtibles of Calamity ?— 

IX. I implore, in a particular manner, 
the Actual Practice of the cementing poli- 
tical - precepts of Chriſtianity ; that there- 
by a Coffarion may happen in the Purſuit 
and Uſe of Luxurious, Corrupting and 
Unneceſſary Employments, which, from 
the preſent Situation of Affairs, a great 
number of people are neceſſitouſly driven 
into, for the. ſtake of a livelyhood : by 
which excreſent Employments, Occupa- 
tions and Buſineſſes, Mankind have inju- 
diciouſly increaſed and multiplied the ge- 
neral Quantity of Labour—intomuch that 
the livelyhood of many depends upon the 
excreſcnces of excreſences,. and upon the 
corruption ſpringing out of corruption it- 
ſelf. —Madny are obliged to hve on the vice 
of vice and on the vanity of vanity redu- 
plicated.— Hence the Human race, from 
the ſtrange multiplication of Labour have 
proportionally multiplied their Cares and 
of courſe proportionally multiplied their 
ns ie '- -» Temptations 
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Temptations and run themſelves into ſuch” 
an univerſal Byfle, that they have depri- 
ved © themſelves of time to mind the 
things above” and of ſenſe to mind uſe- 
ful things below. The want of proper 
arrangement, the want of Union, the want 
of chriſtian friendſhip frequently connect 
Life and vicious Employment together a- 
mong the more depreſſed part of the Peo- 
ple. Do or die without delay.—There is 
ſcarcely any alternative. There is, there- 
fore a kind of neceſſity among the Gen- 
tiles, (which every one has not courage 
to climb over) of doing ſomething or other 
without regard to its general utility, with l 
| 


out regard to its being in its nature ulti- 
mately hurtful to Society, without regard 
to its being inconſiſtent with the Character 
of a Chriſtian, without regard to its being 
offenſive and contrary to the commands of | 
Almighty - GOD.—This Perverſton and 
Inverſion of Order has proceeded to ſych 
a degree that he who can increaſe employ= _ 
ment, multiply multiplied labour, and 
make way to permit his hood- winked fel- - 
low-creatures to toil, is even accounted a 
BenefaCtor ;_ whether the toll ultimately” _ 
tend to the general Good of Society or tie 
We The one Part have by ſtrange 
| Þ 43 Þ and + 
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and well planned machinations, placed be- 
twixt themſelves and the other Part, thick 
Clouds of Deception almoſt impenetrable. 
— There are among the Gentiles a prodi- 
gious number of Offices, Works, Poſts, 
Places and Employments which it is im- 
poſſible for a man to hold and be a Chriſ- 
tian at the ſame time: the wretched na- 
ture of the Buſineſs indiſpenſably requi- 
ring a tranſgreſſion of the Precepts of 
Chriſtianity,—This Derangement and 
— N of labour has produced a 
ſtrange Paradox among the Gentiles which 
needs to be looked into—that is, the quan- 
tity of labour is too much and yet it is too 
little. — Some have got ſo much to do as 
torments both body and ſoul, and makes 
them ſo unhappy that they are obliged to 
fly into vice for recreation, as an attempt 
to remove from their care-torn and toil- 
harrowed minds, the diſtreſs occaſioned 

by exceſſive work.—Some are willing to 
do and yet can get nothing to do and by 
the machinations of things are often ſhuf- 
fled into uneaſineſe.— Others do nothing 
for the public good—want nothing to do, 
and will do nothing; and yet they live 
comfortable and convenient—There is a 
Derangement and Diſtortion, the cauſes of 

"ea 
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which the Light of Truth will, I hope, 


ere long remove. — Were the unneceſſary 


employments aboliſhed and the neceſſary 


labour properly proportioned; I appre- 


hend, that, about one hour a day of each 
perſon would be all that he would have to 
do— The unneceſſary employments are 
more numerous than is diſcoverable hy 


every body. Idlenels is often to be found 


in the buſieſt ſcenes of life—The Machin- 
ation and Scheming of milchief is often 
a buſy buſineſs. —How to live on the toil 
of others by being buſily idle, is a great 
and well ca{Tiyated art among the Gen- 
tiles. To hunt out the Intrigues of the 
Crafty from their inmoſt receſſes to diſco- 
ver to the world the complicated labyrinths 
of iniquity— the dark and long-inviſible 
Store- houſes of Deceit is a ſubject that I 


ſhall not at preſent intermeddle with. 


L ſhall only obſerve that there is a deal of 


Rubbiſh to be removed betore the walls of 


the Chriſtian Conſtitution can be exten- 
lively produced upon a proper foundation. 
l beg that a diſtinction be drawn betwixt 
what will be Neceſſary and what will not; 
both with teſpe&t to work and employ- 


ment in a Society under expreſs Chriſtian 
Regulation.—-Survey the Multiplicity of 


buſineſſes 


* 
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buſineſſes in the world; and you will find 
that all men draw their chief neceſſary 
ſubſiſtence from the labours of the Tiller 
of the ground and are upholden by the 

toil of thoſe who work at the NECES- 


SARY employments of Life.— There is 
an incredible proportion of mankind enga- 
ged in the buſy ſcenes of doing ſomething 
each of whom would do more ſervice to 
his Country and, I dare fay, leſs offence to 


his Creator by digging with a ſpade upon 
an uncultivated ſpot of ground only ſix 
days in year and in-raifing two buſhels of 
wheat from one.—I therefore repeat my 


motion for a greater and more general At- 
tention to AGRICULTURE, as a r 


towards univerſal peace. 


The world is often mentioned as one of 


the Great enemies of ' pious men. Could 


we get the People and the Buſineſs of the 
world properly arranged, the Earth of it- 
ſelf is a very good one. And affoon as the 


affairs on it ſhall be properly ſorted, 


TEMPTATION ariſing from that quar- 
ter will be at an end. — Tis the derange- 
ment of the affairs of the world that oc- 
cCaſions Temptation from the world. And 
as, perhaps, the Devil acts thro the me- 
dium of thote R we 
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remove them we ſhould render his field of 
action unſuitable for his purpoſes. 80 


that in part the Conqueſt of two Great 
Enemies depends on the arrangement of 


the World or the Reſtoration of the In- 


habitants and the buſineſs of it into 
Chriſtian Order. — As a recreation to the 
reader I ſhall propoſe a ſhort queſtion, 
which, I am perſuaded, will be eaſily an- 
iwered; Whether is à labouring Collier 
or a Stock-yobber the moſt uſeful member of 
Society? | 364 


X. As the light of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion tends to and will accompliſh the 
abolition of a groupe of wicked, unneceſ- 
fary and unt ighteous employments, let 
not its opponents imagine that it is calcu- 
lated either to aboliſh them by Force or 
that it contains principles authoriſing any 
man or Body of men to uſe the Inſtru- 
ments of worldly Power or Compulſive 
laws or Puniſhments to effectuate ſuch a- 
bolitions.— The Chriſtian, as far as I un- 
derſtand, has no authority from JEsus 
CukrisT to take ſuch inſtruments into his 
hand for aboliſhing any buſineſs whatever, 
however criminal in its nature. Words, 
to adviſe, inſtru, perſuade and convince, 
ſeem to be among the rougheſt tools which 
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a Chriſtian has a right to uſe for accom- 
pliſhing the ſuppreſſion of any evil — 
That men may be brought voluntarily and 
unreluctantly to lay bad practices aſide, 
and even. with reſpect to words, it is only 
7 certain ſpecies of them that is allowa- 
le. 95 . # 

But has Chriſtianity no more in it to 

effect the abolition of Evil but mere ad- 
vice to the party concerned ? Yes it has 
more; let it not be imagined that Chriſ- 
tianity is ſo cruel as to ſtop the buſineſs 
even of a Mountebank and to turn him 
out of bread without ordering at the ſame 
time proviſion to be made for him, _— 
There are, among the Acts or Decrees of 
the Great Law-giver, two poſitive Laws 
upon obedience to which the abolition 
and voluntary relinquiſhment of f wicked 
and unneceſſary employments depends. 
Let it be obſerved, that it is frequently 
either Want or the Fear of Want that 
drives people into vicious employments 
and obliges them, in ſpite of admonition, 
to adhere to them, for I conſider even a 
Defire to be rich as primarily originating 
from the fear of future want ; this ap- 
prehenſion being ſometimes connected 
with tome efferveſcent ingredients of what 
is 
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is called honor, reſpecting the mode of 
aboliſhing which 1 have already given 
ſome hints. This fear of want then re- 
mains to be inveſtigated. To diſcover the 
method of b-ing, rich without riches and 
to diſcharge the two great temptations 
Want and Poverty altogether. If we can 
only aboliſh the poſſibility of want we 
ſhall have no temptation to adhere to vi- 
cious or unneceſſary buſineſſes to avoid its 
inſults. To accompliſh theſe and many 
other valuable purpoles, the Legiſlator has 
provided ſufficient meaſures: for, among 
the Meſſiah's Laws given on the mount, 
there are Two very plain Laws, which 
together with the word and ” that con- 
nects them, conſtitute a verſe conſiſting 
of eighteen words. At preſent I decline 
giving a more. explicit diſcovery of them. 
— The laws alluded to have not, for ſome 
time; as far as I know, been favoured with 
a degree of Notice and Attention propor- 
tioned to their importance —l call thei, 
however, Two of the firſt moving wheels 
of Chriſtianity, without the motion of 
which, that is, without obedience to 
which, I do not ſee how any man can be 
a complete Chriſtian ;—and without the 
| expreſs 
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expreſs and feciprodal doing of which, 1 
do not ſee that there can be 521 true 
Chriſtian Society. | 

After wiſhing that the Light of this 
Dawn of Revelation may not be ſo dark 


as to cloud the diſcovery of Truth from 


him who narrowly and earneſtly looks for 
it, and on the other hand, 'wiſhing that it 
may not come upon him with ſuch a flaſh 
as to dazzle his comprehenſion ; I proceed 
to obſerve that 'theſe Two Laws are the 
Grand Aboliſhi ng Machine. When true 
Chriſtians ſcattered among the Gentiles 
make uſe of it, and by doing the words 
of their Saviour build upon an irremove- 


Able rock, the practice of it has rather a 


tendency to reduce them to what is called 
poverty: hence the inconvenience of be- 
ing a Chriſtian among people who do not 


unitedly practice Chriftianity. But when 


the two Roles alluded to ſhall be jointly 


and expreſsly adhered to they will totally 


oe both Riches and Poverty, and 


EE will finally remove every 


Temptation ariſing either from the one or 
the other — By the poſitive practice of the 
Two Rules which I am tpeaking of the 
whole Syſtem of Diſhoneſty would fall 


to the ground. * itlelf would be 


rendered 
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rendered impoſſible; Deceit would become 
uſeleſs; and all the cunning Schemes and 
hidden Contrivances whereby one part 
diſtreſs themſelves in attempting to chmb 
above the other would ſtagnate and finally 
ceaſe, Luxurious and unrighteous en- 
ployments and works of vanity of every 
kind would ceaſe to be uſeful even t 
thoſe employed in them. Uſurers, Pawn-' 
brokers, &c. whom the abſence of Chriſ- 
tianity renders uſeful members in a Gen- 
tile Countty would be at leiſure to apply 
themſelves to buſineſs advantageous for 
the people in general. Swindlers, Lot- 
terymen, Bankers, Stockjobbers, Sharpers 
and Robbers both public and private 
would wholly difappear in a Society prac- 
tiſing the two previouſly mentioned com- 
mands. There would neither be miſers 
nor monopolizers — And imptiſonments 
would not be heard of— The whole Syſ- 
tem of Frau would be totally unhinged; 
and all the Jewiſh and Gentile Laws and 
Puniſnments reſpecting it would become 
altogether unneceſſary — To ſpeak plain, 
WEIGHTS" and MEASURES would” 


and will be diſcontinued !!!!1—andicons 


che uls of them wilt be ealily avbided. 
5 a : MV Aon 
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Aſſoon as the two Commands formerly 
alluded to ſhall be admitted into Practice; 
(be not ſurprized;) I propheſy that the aſe 
of MONEY will---be---abohfh'd 1 
And the eyes of the World will be opened 
to ſee that what is called the fandard of 
value, whether it be ſtamped leather, lea- 
ther money, morſels of minerals, or metal 
money, bits of paper, ſhells or Cowries 
are only Cards invented by crafty, men for 
the purpoſe of playing the games of un- 
righteouſneſs ; that the one Part may have an 
opportunity of overtopping the Other and 
of living conveniently upon the inconve- 
nience of the reſt. Thoſe things to which 
imaginary value has, for the purpoſe. of de- 
luſion, been attached, will ceaſe to de- 
ceive; aſſoon as men find out the primitive 
intention of them, and come to be con- 
vinced of a plain Truth, that, notwith- 
ſtanding all the money in the world, peo- 
ple are obliged to have recourſe to the += 
Fruczand vegetable productions of the 
Earth for their ſubſiſtence — The fewer 
mediums of deceit that we have, the better. 
—[f money be the ROOT of ALL EVIL, 
let that root be eradicated. Let the Plans 
concerted by the unerring wiſdom, of the 

Meſſiah be adopted.—Let money be hea 
| liſhe 
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liſhed and the ROOT of Evil will be taken 
away. If the root be taken away, the Tree 
muſt die, that is, ALL EVIL will be a- 
boliſned and Satan's Empire throughout 
the Earth completely overthrown. And 
in conſequence of this there will enſue U- 
niverſal Happineſs: and then will viſibly 
appear- the. comfortable times nen, 
foretoldG.— 

- Referring the further conſideration of 
this mighty ſubject to a future occaſion, 
I return to the matter which is more im- 
mediately in hand, the abolition of Na- 
tional Wars, for effecting which I WO ; 
moreover propoſe, | 

Xl. That humble PETITIONS from! 
p al Cities, Boroughs, Towns and Corpo- 
W rations, within each Nation in Europe and 
Chriſtendom, be preſented, much about the 
F lame time, to thoſe having the immediate 
power of raiſing war; whether that pow- 
er be found in the hands of Individuals or 
of a Few.—That, in theſe Petitions, the 
reſpective Courts to which they are ſent, 
be requeſted reciprocally and at the ſame. 
time to addreſs to each other Mani- 
feſtos "ſignifying their WitL and In- 
re to finally lay aſide the uſe of 
National War; and humbly entreating a 
by L 2 ſimilar 
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imilar Reſolution one from another. The 
 Manifeſtos not to be dictated in the Stile 
and Spirit of Pride and Threatning, like 
Duel eards as uſual; but in the language 
XII. I take upon me humbly and ear- 
neſtly to jatteat that large Body of men, 
whoſe pecuniary intereſt is advanced by 
War, generouſly to ſacrifice the unſtable 
profits of a day to their own and the Hu- 

man Race's Eygrlaſting Happineſs. 
Would thoſe who take upon themſelves 
the authority and power of making war 
concur and give their aſſiſtancę to the car- 
rying the forementioned plans properly in- 
to execution : We ſhould, ſooner than ex- 
pected, hear of bu/ks of war being fold to 
Coal carriers to pay National Debts and 
Gannons ſold for the ſame purpoſe to the 
founders to he melted into other utenſils. 
XIII. J istreat that Maritime Travel- 
lers may no longer imitate the ftrife-breed- 
| 19g mi{dqmeapors of thoſe greedy Pilferers i 
he forgetting that there was a GOD to if 
ſeg them beyond the limits of their Native 
Country, have ſneaked from home into fo- 
reign Coaſts, and by plundering the In- 
_ offenſiye, have raiſed Contegtions, and ſent 
home word to their Country for the r 
a 2 
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of her Inhabitants to allay them. | 
XIV. Nations called Chriſtian ones may 
firſt eſtabliſh the Syſtem of Peace * 
themfelves, agreeing that quarrels raiſed 
by Indfoiduals ſhall not benceforth be 
quelled by the deſtruction of Multitudes : 
but that they, who by offences begin the 
diſturbance, ſhall be allowed to fight it out 
and thereby learn to avoid offences. When 
I fee two ill-tempered fellows buffing one 
another in the ſtreet; I confider it conve- 
nient for the Neighbourhood that they 
have no more but themſelves under their 
command. If each had the people of the 
ſtreet he lived . in at his call: we ſhould - 
ſee terrible thwacking, pugilling and 
breaking of heads. Let thoſe who are for 
war take it: — But tis pity that one ſhould 
go into a Public houſe, get himſelf drunk- 
and fall out with the landlord, and then 
come out and tell me that I muſt go and 
fight the inn-keeper and pay the Reckon- 
ing too. 

Upon the firſt ſ EP of a how which 
the Bellivolent and contentions Part of a- 
ny Nation on! for their own: particular. 
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purpoſes, be defirous of raiſing, I would 
ſuggeſt, that the peace inclined Part in e- 
very City, Town and County, of euch of 
L 3. the. 
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the Nations between whom a war has the 
appearance of breaking out, Do immedi- 
ately in each Nation reciprocally waſh 
their hands of the guilt of it, by diſpatch- 
ing benevolent public Addreſſes to each 
other—in words ſomewhat to the follow- 
ing purport, —-We the Inhabitants of the 
City, Town or County of having 
ground to apprehend that a war is likely 
to be ſtirred up betwixt— and 
hereby beg leave to ſignify our Good Will 
and Friendſhip to all the Inhabitants of 
your Country: and, for our own part, we 
intreat that we, as part of the Nation of— 
may not be conſidered as having any hand in 
the apparently approaching diſturbances.— 
And we humbly ſolicit that this our teſti- 
mony of Friendſhip may be publiſhed 
throughout the N * * of whereof ye 
conſtitute a part. —and we intreat your in- 
tereſt and influence to preſerve that friend- 
ly Connection betwixt——— and - 
which is the bond of Peace and, of Happi- 
neſs, &c. &c. 

As many copies as poſſible to be ſent in 
writing— the reſt in print. — The form 
of theſe addreſſes may vary according 
to circumſtances : but it will be proper 


that upon the Whole, they plainly. i” 
eſt 
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feſt a Spirit of Love, Friendſhip. and. 


Humility and be planned in ſuch a man 
ner as may be conſidered moſt effectu- 
al to anſwer the purpoſe, ſtop the career 
of war and effect unanimity and reconcili- 
ation. F N Fx 4 

When the Nations called Chriſtian are 
properly arranged into Chriſtian Order and 
Peace, they may then ſay. to the Maho- 
metan, the Jewiſh. and the Pagan part of 
the world: Behold we have learned ſome- 
thing from the Author of our Religion, 
the Prince of Peace - we have learned from 
him an Art ſuperior to all our Arts—the 
Art of Peace, and we have found out 


that ſurely the warlike Gods of the Hea- 


thens are vanity. 


An example of Peace among themſelves 
and towards others, holden up to the reſt 
of the Earth by the Chriſtian Nations 
would be a moſt powerful Recommenda- 
tion of the Chriſtian Religion. It would 
attract the Admiration of all the ends of 
the Earth. Then would the Chriſtian 


Miſſionary meet with little oppoſition, 


— The Evidence of the Superiority of the 
Chriſtian Religion would be univerſall 


heard of, and the happineſs of thoſe uns 
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der its exfy and peaceful controvl would, 
as a charm, attract the infidel Nations to 
adopt it. 

Xv. That a Society be formed in each 
City, Town and County in Chriſtendom, 
under the Name of the PACIVOLENT 
SOCIETY, who ſhalF advertiſe Reſoluti- 
ens, carry on Correſpondeneies, plan out 
and confider of fuch auxiliary means, as 
A 4s proper for reconciling and bring- 

ing into Order the deranged ' Inhabitants 
of the Earth. 

XVI. That Subſcription Books be o- 
pened in every City, Towo, Village and 
County aſoteſaid; that ſuch of the inha- 
bitants as with for the Eſtabliſhment of 
Univerſal Peace and the everlaſting aboli- 
tion of War may teſtify their wiſh by in- 
ferting their Names in thoſe Books :— 
This will lead to a diſcovery who theſe 
individuals are that keep the world em- 
broiled in perpetual: commotions : and it 
will likewife be a proof whether the Pub- 
lie Prayers for peace, which are faid in 
places of worſhip be real, or the lip- articu- 
lations of mockery offered to the Atmighty. 
__ XVH.. That ths Inhabitants. of each 
City, Town and County within every 
Chriſtian Nation do mutually tranſmit 2 
| the. 
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the Inhabitants of Cities, Towns and 
Counties in other Nations in Chriſtendom, 
poſt paid, Declarations and Friendly Ad- 
dreſſes ſignifying their Good-will to them 
and \their-defire that the ſyſtem of Uni- 
verſal Peace may be eſtabliſhed, and ſoli- 
citing their concurrence in the buſineſs and 
their: aid in accomplithing it. 
XVIII. That the Deſire and Refolu- 
tions of the Chriſtian Nations to aboliſh 
the uſe of war be preſented and commu- 
nicated to the Inhabitants of each City, 
Town and Province in the Turkiſh Do- 
minions, and to thoſe people called Ma- 
| part of the Earth 
they be found reſiding And that to thoſe 
Reſvlutions be added a humble and friend- 
ly Petition requeſting the concurrence and 
conſent of thoſe people to adopt the ſame 
mind reſpecting the abolition of War. 
XIX. That the Chriſtian Nations make 


- 


— ſimilar Declarations to the Inhabitants of 


each City, Town and Iſland inhabited by 
people called Pagans in all known parts 

of the Earth, propoſing their intention 
to diſuſe that Brutal cuſtom War, and 
ſoliciting the Conſent of thoſe people to 
do the ſame; which, I make no doubt, 
<A $a nr will 
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Every Chriſtian Country for the purpoſe. 


tioned, could be diſpatched, ſpread and 
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what is neceſſary to fit out half a dozen 
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will be ſpeedily granted; for they will be 
glad to let Europe alone, if Europe will 
only ceaſe from injuring them. 

XX. That Subſcriptions be- raiſed in 


of bearing the. expence of ſuch meaſures 
as may. be Neceſſary for uſhering in Uni- 
verſal e. and particularly for the pur- 
poſe of ſupporting Miſſionaries, and Am- 
baſſadors of Peace on their way to Fo- 
reign Parts —— The Circular Letters, 
Addreſſes, Petitions, &c. previouſly men- 


ſent, poſt paid; to every city throughout 
the And Earth on leſs. expence than 


of machines called men war. — Even the 
ſum neceſſary to equip one iu Rate, 
would pay a great many poſtages. 

XXI. That alſo a number of Miſſion- 
aries be ſpeedily ſent from Every Chriſtian 
Nation, to ſignify the peaceful Propoſals 
of the Europeans, and verbally to publiſh 
the Goſpel of Peace in all Parts of the 
World; for a Nation can be in no dan- 


that Nation can only bring all other Na- 
tions to adopt the ſame Plan. If à gra- 
dual, reciprocal and correſponding RE- 
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 DUCEMENT of warlike armaments take 


place, there can no inconvenience happen 
to any fide. If the Nations will only ſet 
about it, there will neither danger nor 
much difficulty attend the accompliſh- 
ment of it. | 1 et 
XXII. If they do not quickly ſet about 
it and, in deep humiliation, ſubmit to the 
Almighty : I cannot help it. I wiſh they 
may not do worſe. If the preſent Ge- 
neration will not take my advice, I as an 
individual waſh my hands, teſtify my diſ- 
approbation of War, and comfort myſelf 
with the aſſurance that children unborn 
will liſten to the intention of my words. 
In the mean time, I beſeech thoſe per- 
ſons, : into whoſe hands this prblished: 
ſhall come, to conſider themſelves as in- 
vited and called upon to be the Meſſiah's 
Agents fort carrying into execution the 


Ss Delign of it, which is the Abolition of 


War from the face of the Earth, and the 
univerſal Introduction of that State of 
Affairs wherein Jesus in Heaven ſhall be 
admitted Ruler of men upon Earth by 
their ſubmiſſion to His Eaſy, Salutary and 
Liberty effecting Regulations LIBERTY 
is in the Nature of the Chriſtian Religion 
—Liberty in a ſenſe as yet generally un- 
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Fo neis.— Then ſhalt the clangors 


che Saviour has done Ke 
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known Liberty, the nature of which, 
Want: of liberty has too long prevented 
ſrom being fairly unfolded.— IL have: car. 
ried one bucket towards extinguiſhing the 


flame of War—Ye Followers of IEsus 


bear a hand. Ve friends of the Prince of 
Peace, be not careleſly inactive; for the 
happinels of your children, the happineſs 
of your children's children, the happineſs 


of ſucceeding: Generations is connected 


with your exertions and endeavours to 
render the Earth a Scene of Comfort and 
a commodious Nurſery to the Manſions 


of Heaven. Delay not, therefore, —the 


point will, perhaps, be gained ſooner than 
expected. This is the Age of Wonders. 
Every peace- promoting action that you 
do, every concord - inſpiring word that you 
ſpeak, and every: ſentence that you write 


in favour of Peace, is adding ſomething 


to the ſcale, which when it preponderatcs, 
will deliver from miſety the ſons f Adam 
and ſoothe them into Union and Happi- 
of: Warſ 
g ling weaken into the ſilence of u- 
niverſal peace : and; f u revolving in 
its exten ſive orbit, may joy fully ſing My 
Inhabitants are now in QuRIsST | 
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